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Believe God

1. Motivate

When have you had a idea or brainstorm that backfired on you?
· designed a “time saving” device for the workshop

· planned a party that was a disaster

· took a “shortcut” to your destination

· made reservations at a “budget” hotel/motel

· bought a gift for your spouse that they hated

· bought an exercise device that was useless or ended up that way because you didn’t carry through on  your intentions
· invited the boss  home for dinner without telling your wife

2. Transition

Today we look at Abraham’s scheme that God rejected … 
( We see how God overcame the impossible to accomplish His purposes.
3. Bible Study

3.1 The Promise of God’s Provision
Listen for why Abraham laughed.
Genesis 17:15-19 (NIV)      God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. [16] I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."   [17] Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?" [18] And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!"    [19] Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 

What promise did God make to Sarah?

· He would bless her

· he would give them a son

· the blessing would extend to becoming the mother of nations

· her descendants would include kings

What made Abraham laugh?  What was logical about the laughter?
· God’s promises!

· he was 100 years old

· and Sarah was 90, both well past child bearing years

·  Abraham had already come up with his own solution
· What God was promising was humanly impossible

· It’s almost like Abraham felt God was playing a cruel joke on him

What did Abraham mean about Ishmael?

· this was the son of Abraham and Sarah’s servant woman as a surrogate wife

· this was Abraham’s substitute solution to God’s promise becoming true

· this was Abraham’s shortcut

Why are we tempted to take shortcuts in certain situations in our lives?

· we are impatient

· we don’t like waiting for God’s timing

· we think we know better than God

· lack of faith
· we think that God forgot about His promise

Why do you think God waited until Abraham and Sarah were old to give them a child?

· then it is God that is working, not men’s normal plans and skills

· it is obvious that God did it … not Abraham and Sarah

· teaches them (and us) to trust what God says

· His timing often has far better results than anything we might have planned and carried out

What kinds of things make it hard to trust God for various kinds of needs?

· help seems so slow in coming
· the needs are so big

· the people we are struggling with are so ornery

· the sickness is so debilitating, so depressing

· the health care is so expensive

· people around us who might help, end up causing more problems than help

We’re told that Abraham laughed and in the next passage, so did Sarah.  What kinds of things might make you laugh at God (maybe not openly, but in  your heart)?

· a preacher’s vision about the growth of the church

· an announced building program

· the goal of doubling our Sunday School class / Small Group Bible Study Fellowship

· the idea of reaching the whole world for Christ

3.2 The Promise of God’s Power
Listen for God’s response to Abraham’s laughter (and our laughter).
Genesis 18:10-15 (NIV)  Then the Lord said, "I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son."  Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. [11] Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. [12] So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, "After I am worn out and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?"  [13] Then the Lord said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Will I really have a child, now that I am old?' [14] Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son."  [15] Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, "I did not laugh."  But he said, "Yes, you did laugh." 

Why do you think Sarah laughed – joy or disbelief?
	Joy
	Disbelief

	· how exciting, I’ve always wanted a child

· I can hardly wait

· finally, God’s promise comes true
	· it’s a bit late now!

· What’s God been waiting for?

· Sure … 90 and 100 yrs old

· What is God thinking?!


No doubt Sarah found it hard to trust God for this promised event.  What kinds of things do we find it hard to trust God for?
· tragic, life threatening health crises

· salvation or straightening out the life of a child or grandchild

· the healing of a broken relationship

· a new job

· passing a certain class in school

· meeting the demands of all those bills

· the kids getting along together and not fighting all the time

· living with a teenager 

What was God’s response to Sarah’s laughter and unbelief?
· is anything to hard for God?

· I will return this time next year and see you with a child in your arms

· I heard that laughter!

Consider Luke 1:37 (NIV) For nothing is impossible with God." 

We look at lots of situations that are impossible … note our list from before.

Why do you think God would use Sarah to be the mother of many nations despite her lack of faith (shown by her laughter)?

· faith is a long term quality … this was how the idea initially hit her

· we are all sinners with a similar lack of faith

· some say that faith is a gift of God Ephes. 2:8 (NIV)   For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-

· God would give faith to Sarah and God will give faith to us!

How can Sarah’s experience strengthen our faith?

· she couldn’t imagine having happen what God promised

· yet God did it

· we have trouble imagining God meeting some of the needs we have

· ( Yet God will do it!!
3.3 The Promise of God’s Faithfulness
Listen for what God did for Sarah.
Genesis 21:1-5 (NIV)   Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah what he had promised. [2] Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. [3] Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. [4] When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. [5] Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 
What multiple blessings did God give to Sarah?
· God was gracious (gave blessings undeserved)

· God did for her what He had promised

· She became pregnant and bore a son at the very time God promised

What about Abraham’s and Sarah’s response to God’s answer … what did they do?

· obedience

· named the child as specified

· circumcision as commanded

Note the fulfillment of the timing as God promised.   How do you learn to wait on God’s timing?

· rehearse His promises, meditate on them

· continue to worship Him, praise Him

· continue to tell God in prayer that you are trusting Him

· study the attributes of God … His power, love, sovereignty, wisdom, etc.

How do you think human faith impacts God’s keeping His promises?

· faith releases God’s promises

· God chooses to act in response to our faith

· the “quantity” or “measure” of our faith are meaningless … Luke 17:6 (NIV)  He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you. 

· Note the pun … seed vs. tree … “small” faith can accomplish things bigger than the faith
· God is faithful to His word, His promises, even when our initial response (like Sarah’s) is lack of faith or small faith
How does this passage help us when we are waiting to see an answer to a promise from God?
· God did an impossible thing for them, He can do the impossible for me

· they had to wait a long time … I might have to wait also

· God can supply our needs, fulfill His promises in amazing ways 

· It will be obvious that God fulfilled the need or the promise … no way I could have done it

· I should depend on what God says … not on men’s wisdom or ideas

· God’s timing is the best … will be have the optimum result

· How God answers or fulfills the promise will be better than we could have ever come up with on our own

4. Application
4.1 Make yourself a bookmark … 

· On one side print “Is anything impossible for the Lord?”

· On the other side write a situation you’ve been burdened about and praying about but you feel your faith is inadequate

· Place this bookmark in your Bible as a reminder that for you, just like Abraham and Sarah    ( God can do the impossible!

4.2 Review times in your life where God has brought you blessings “at the appointed time”
· consider how God’s timing was best

· thank Him for those blessings that were undeserved (for His grace)

· express to God your thanks

· praise Him for who He is and what He has done

4.3 Consider the words “God is Faithful”

· pick a tune from a hymn or chorus you know and write words to a new verse

· use the phrase “God is Faithful” in your verse

· alternatively, write a poem with these words as the theme

· share your lyrics or poem with your family during a meal or during a family worship time

· share it with your class!
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