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Anticipating Resurrection



1. Motivate

In what ways do we try to preserve our youthfulness?

· plastic surgery

· drinking “Insure”

· face lifts

· wrinkle cream

· hair restorer

· wearing wigs, toupees

· exercise

· yearly physical checkups

· try to eat healthy (sometimes)

What is our ultimate motivation to do this?

· lengthen our life

· avoid as long as possible our demise

· looking and feeling old reminds us of our morality

2. Transition

Today we want to look at how Jesus defeated death  

( He proved that He cannot be contained by the grave

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Reality of Christ’s Resurrection

Listen for important truths about Jesus.

1 Cor. 15:3-8 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  [4] that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  [5] and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  [6] After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  [7] Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,  [8] and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.  

What important facts did Paul declare about Jesus? 

· He died for our Sins

· His death was according to scriptural prophecy

· He was buried

· He was raised from the grave 3rd day – also according to scriptural prophecy

Note the phrase, “of first importance”

· Paul is not talking about “first” in a time sequence

· Rather it is in a ranking of importance

Why would Paul classify these as “most important truths”?

· they are basic to God's whole relationship with mankind

· they describe the culmination of God's accomplishment of redemption

· they are the essence of why God entered time and space and how He solved the sin problem

What three evidences does Paul offer of the reality of Jesus’ resurrection

· scripture

· testimony of eyewitnesses

· personal experience

Why is eyewitness testimony important to establishing the truth of an event

· required by Jewish law

· also a part of our legal system

· especially when you can get multiple eyewitnesses agreeing to the same thing

Let’s list all the eyewitnesses that Paul mentions

· Peter

· the Twelve

· more than 500 of the brothers (many still living at the time of the writing)

· James (the half brother of Jesus)

· to all the apostles (may have included some of those 70 sent out on preaching missions)

Note that the choice of these eyewitnesses …

· many of those who saw and interacted with Jesus were not necessarily expecting to see Him

· this was not an occasion of mass hysteria, the appearances were to different people at different places in different time frames

· Peter (who had miserably failed) would not be expecting a personal encounter

· the Twelve – these were people who had known Him best – they would not be deceived

· James – apparently not follower of his half brother during Jesus’ ministry – later a stalwart witness after this personal, post resurrection encounter

· Paul – a post ascension appearance, but very real to Paul – it certainly changed his life

How can we respond to someone who rejects the truth of Christ’s resurrection?

· mention the documented encounters of those who saw Him

· note the way their lives had changed

· compare to the believability of any other historical figure (the Caesars, Alexander the Great, even George Washington)

· personal experience of the changing of your own life

· share the reality of the power of the resurrection at work in your own life – the peace, joy, encouragement, empowering accomplished by Jesus (in the person of the Holy Spirit) in your everyday experience.

3.2 The Hopelessness of No Resurrection

Listen for “if … then” statements in the passage.

1 Cor. 15:12-18 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  [13] If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  [14] And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  [15] More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised.  [16] For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  [17] And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  [18] Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  

Paul was dealing with a heresy that had arisen in the church at Corinth – there is no such thing as resurrection from the dead.

List the “if … then” statements Paul uses to put down the heresy.

	If …
	Then …

	· we preach Christ’s resurrection


· no resurrection of the dead

· Christ wasn’t raised

· Christ wasn’t raised

· Christ wasn’t raised 
	· how can you say there is no resurrection
· then Christ wasn’t raised either
· preaching is useless
· faith is useless
· I (Paul) am a liar
· your faith is futile
· you are still in your sins
· those believers who physically died are lost – gone, cease to exist


What are some reasons that people today deny Jesus’ resurrection?

· they doubt His existence – the Bible is a bunch of stories

· they suggest that the disciples stole the body

· they have a similar argument as the Corinthian church heresy, no such thing as anyone being brought back from the dead

· ultimately they do not want to come under the moral requirements of God which are proved by Christ’s resurrection

· if you deny something exists long enough, often enough, you believe it in your own heart and mind

· by denying it, they can assert that Christianity is futile, preachers are liars (even if ignorantly so)

What are some hopes you have that are dependent on the truth of Jesus’ resurrection?

· forgiveness of sins

· eventual reunion with friends and family who died as believers

· eternal union with Christ

· the ultimate healing of our mortal bodies

· abundant life while still living here on earth

· God's presence and power right now

· we need not fear death

· God will create a new heaven, new earth – current problems caused by sin will be gone

3.3 The Assurance of Believers’ Resurrection

Listen for the key phrase about Christ that gives believers assurance and hope.

1 Cor. 15:19-20 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  [20] But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  

So, what is the key phrase?  ( “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.”

How was Jesus resurrection different from any other account of resurrection before Him?

· recall Lazarus, the little girl Jesus brought back to life, others

· they all eventually died

· their ultimate death had merely been postponed

· Jesus did NOT die again

What two extremes do these verses present?

· if Christ’s ministry and work on the earth were to benefit us only for the days of life we have on this earth, then we are a pitiful bunch

· BUT … Christ’s work of death and being raised from the dead was that which accomplished the solution of our sin sickness – it made possible our spiritual and eternal relationship with God

· (who’s pitiful now??!)

How does one demonstrate that they are living in the light of Christ’s resurrection and in anticipation of one’s own resurrection?

· less worry and concern

· investing our time and efforts in eternal issues

· laying up for ourselves treasures in heaven

· communicating to others the reality of eternity and the need for a personal relationship with Christ

· less effort in pampering ourselves in the here and now – it’s eternity that counts

· our lives our expendable for Christ

· our attitudes and actions before the world when we lose loved ones – certainly parting is painful but knowledge of no more suffering and eternity with Jesus brings peace

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Consider how you will respond when someone rejects the truth of Christ’s resurrection …

· what questions could you ask?

· what personal testimony could you give

4.2 What elements of your daily activities could be showing your belief in Christ’s resurrection and your hope of your own resurrection

· how you spend your time

· the things you worry about

· your relationships

· your witness – sharing that hope with others

4.3 When you have a conflict in your life, even a crisis of belief – what would the Holy Spirit be saying to you in the context of our passage today?

· The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is living within you

· Whatever problem I face, that same power is at work in my situation

· When I am tempted to doubt, the reality of Christ’s resurrection will displace those doubts!
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