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Accept Responsibility

1. Motivate

Some things we blame others for … some things we claim credit for.  Identify some situations which fit each category.
	Blame It
	Claim It

	· who left the light on?

· who didn’t close the door?

· who left the crumbs on the counter?

· who forgot to mail the bill payments?

· who forgot to buy milk?
	· yes, I mowed the lawn

· that was a good meal I cooked, wasn’t it

· I thought I sang well also

· how about the great wax job on the car


2. Transition

We are quick to take credit for positive occurrences … but …
We tend to blame others for adverse circumstances

Today ( We look at how believers are to accept responsibility

· for attitudes

· for actions       that contribute to conflict

3. Bible Study

3.1 Evaluate Yourself
Listen for the figure of speech, the hyperbole, the exaggeration which Jesus uses.
Matthew 7:1-5 (NIV)    "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. [2] For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  [3] "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? [4] How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? [5] You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye. 

Jesus talks about making judgments … what does that mean?  What kinds of value judgments are required to make all the time?

· do I trust this person to baby-sit my kids?

· is this salesman telling me the truth?

· how much of a tip does my waiter/waitress deserve

· what kind of grade does this student deserve

What kinds of things are it easy to be judgmental about in a negative way?

· how we are treated

· how someone looks

· what someone said/did that offended us

· we make moral judgments (Would you want your son to go out with a girl dressed that way?)

How are making private observations, evaluations not the same as being judgmental that Jesus talks about?

· a personal, private observation is a value judgment

· holding on to that attitude and allowing it to negatively affect attitudes and actions towards another becomes judgment

· talking, gossiping about your opinions and putting someone down becomes the making judgment
Jesus uses the hyperbole of  the speck of sawdust and the plank.  What do they represent?
Speck of sawdust:
- the fault in the life of someone else

Plank:


- the fault in your own life

Why do you think Jesus makes this exaggeration?

· helps make His point

· illustrates the contrast between the two problems … my problem vs. friend’s problem

· my problem might be far more severe (a “plank” in my eye)

· yet what I see is the tiny fault (the “speck”) in the life of my friend

Why is it easier to see someone else’s faults?

· takes attention off our own faults

· we tend to ignore our own problems

· we have an exaggerated opinion about our own goodness

What is Jesus’ point of the plank vs. speck contrast in talking about being judgmental?
· being judgmental about stuff we are guilty of also
· holding a negative attitude about someone that we just happen to disagree with

· putting someone down

· pointing out their faults just to make them look bad

· continually making fun of someone else to make yourself look better

Jesus said you should first take care of the “plank” in your own eye.  What do you think that would involve?

· admission of your own problem

· repentance from your own fault

· might result in compassion for someone else’s faults

· requires humility to admit your own faults

What is Jesus’ warning about this kind of judgment

· you are going to be judged also

· the manner and degree of judgment you use on others will be used on you

· we would say “what goes around, comes around”

3.2 Recognize Conflict’s Source
Listen for James’ opinion about the source of our conflicts.
James 4:1-3 (NIV)  What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? [2] You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. [3] When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 

According to this passage what causes difficulty between people?
· from your inner desires

· you want something and don’t get it

· murderous attitudes

· coveting

· self centeredness 

Why are humility and self-centeredness at odds with each other?

· they are opposites

· self-centeredness wants only to puff up self, to pamper self

· humility is thinking of others first

· humility puts others ahead of self

Why is it difficult to be humble and admit to your own sins when dealing with conflict?

· admitting you are wrong or at fault causes you to “lose”

· we hate to lose the conflict, we hate to be wrong
· our competitiveness hurts our chances of getting things made right

· our sinful human nature strives for being better, for “winning”

James says “you cannot have what you want  . . . You do not have, because you do not ask God.”  He is talking about things that 

· we want, 

· but cannot , do not have, 

· and could have if we prayed?

What could we be praying for that down deep we want?
· peace

· joy … actually the rest of the Fruit of the Spirit

· excitement in life

· loving friends

· satisfaction in our job

· happy families

Then he says that when we do pray, it’s wrong … how so?
· incorrect motives

· you just want to pamper your own self, to pad your own nest
· our prayers can be very selfish

( We should realize that this too can be a source of conflict … our whole outlook on life and the purpose for which God is working in our lives
( Our lives are meant to be lived to God’s glory … not our own pampering

3.3 Submit to God
Listen for several direct commands or imperatives which James gives.
James 4:6-12 (NIV)   But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:   "God opposes the proud  but gives grace to the humble."    [7] Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. [8] Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. [9] Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. [10] Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.   [11] Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. [12] There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you--who are you to judge your neighbor?  

What do you think James meant when he said “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble”?

· humility is an attitude of submission, even faith

· pride shows an attitude of non-faith (I can handle things myself)

· confession/repentance and faith are what please God

· when we demonstrate a lack of faith, God is going to bring conviction on us … to engage us so as to get our attention, to confront us with the problem

· when we demonstrate faith, God’s rich blessings are promised

Let’s list all the crucial elements, the imperatives James gives.
· resist the devil

· submit to God

· come near to God

· wash your hands

· purify your hearts

· grieve, mourn, wail, mourn for your sin … repentance

· humble yourselves

· don’t slander one another

Consider that society today takes a different view

· we too easily rationalize our behavior

· from West Side Story, “I’m depraved on a ‘count of I’m deprived!”

· it’s not my fault … I have the gene for anger

· this is my besetting sin – you need to adjust to me
How do living out James’ essential attitudes help us in resolving the conflicts in our lives?
· Satan has less influence on causing conflict

· God has more influence in smoothing troubled waters

· my mind, my emotions, my will are controlled by God, not by self

· I am more willing to admit my own guilt and to seek forgiveness

· saying “I was wrong, I’m sorry, please forgive me” goes a LONG way towards resolving conflicts

4. Application
4.1 Consider the seven A’s of confession

1. Address all who are involved – all who are affected by the wrong

2. Avoid words like if, but, and maybe – they minimize the offender’s guilt

3. Admit specifically the sin committed

4. Acknowledge the hurt or grief caused by the wrong

5. Accept the consequences created by your action

6. Alter the behavior which caused the problem

7. Ask for forgiveness

( Which of these should you be doing this week?

4.2 Note the points of the lesson:

· Evaluate yourself

· Recognize conflict’s source
  

· Submit to God

4.3 Apply these principles to a specific conflict situation you 

· have faced or 

· are facing right now
· know you will be facing in the future

As a devotional exercise, go through these points and as God to speak to you.  Talk to Him and declare your submission.
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