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Relationships with Others

1. Motivate

Work together to order the steps for changing a flat tire.
How are some of these steps similar or unlike the steps to repair a relationship?
· some things must be done in a certain order

· some things are safety issues

· there are preparatory steps

· there are culmination steps

· but people aren’t objects to be loosened, tightened, or jacked up

· not so easy to replace elements of someone’s personality

2. Transition

Relationships are important and we need to deal with them carefully.
( Today we look at Jesus recommendations on how to relate to others.
3. Bible Study

3.1 See Yourself More Clearly
Listen for another hyperbole that Jesus uses.
Matthew 7:1-6 (NIV)  "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. [2] For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  [3] "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? [4] How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? [5] You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.  [6] "Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces. 

Jesus calls for good judgment in verse 6, but says not to judge in verse 1.  What is the difference between good judgment and that forbidden in verse 1?
	Good Judgment
	Forbidden Judgment

	· comparison of one’s life to scriptural principles

· making judgments in a court situation

· choosing friends carefully (for yourself, for your kids)
· choosing a life’s partner

· making a choice of who to hire for a position
	· condemning someone for what they did

· being judgmental

· making disparaging remarks

· saying things that discourage someone else (children)
· finding petty fault


Why do you think we are so quick to judge others?
· we tear others down so we look better by contrast

· we do it in retaliation from being treated that way by someone else

· as a power trip – “I have the power to treat you as I wish”

· we want to appear spiritual, holy

· we mistakenly see ourselves as superior
What are some dangers we face when we presume to judge others?

· lose friends

· influence others negatively for Christianity

· constant criticism and judgmental attitude towards children will hurt them, cause them to develop bitter attitude, even foster their being abusive of others
· gives us a bad personal mindset when God wants to work in our lives

What is the hyperbole that Jesus uses and what is its meaning?
· we are quick to see a speck in another’s eye

· we quickly see someone else’s minute fault

· we ignore the beam/log/plank in our own eye

· we ignore our own glaring fault

How would dealing with our own problems and faults first help relationships with others?

· we would be more understanding with others

· people see our honesty, 

· we don’t demonstrate hypocrisy

· when you are not constantly finding fault, you are a more pleasant person to be around

· you realize the unimportance of other people’s idiosyncrasies

· you are willing to accept other people’s differences as not necessarily sins, but just different perspectives or different personality traits 

What are some ways we can discover and deal with the “logs” in our eyes, the problems in our own lives that we tend to ignore?
· ask God to reveal them to you

· ask a friend to be honest with you … but be willing to receive honest opinions and probably feel a little hurt

· when you read God’s Word, consider how the Truth there applies to you personally

· listen for the applications of sermons and Bible studies

· be willing to confess (agree with God that what you do is) sin

· receive God’s forgiveness by faith

· ask God for the strength, the wisdom to do the right thing, make the right choice 
How does being passive towards another’s sin cause a whole different set of troubles?
· the person with the problem can dig themselves deeper

· they can cause harm to themselves and to others

· to ignore it is to become a participant in their problem

· the passivity can end up creating a monster (the person with the sin)

3.2  See God More Clearly
Listen for how Jesus compares our earthly father with our heavenly Father.
Matthew 7:7-11 (NIV)  "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. [8] For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. [9] "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? [10] Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? [11] If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 

Describe a situation when you have searched for something lost until you found it.  What would have happened if you had given up?

	Looked for …
	Because if you gave up …

	· car keys



· library book

· the TV remote

· your lost kids in the mall

· the right road
	· couldn’t drive the car

· pay a big fine

· have to get up to change channel

· you wife would shoot you (
· you’d still be out there driving around


How is this like verses 7 – 8?

· implies perseverance

· God wants us to seek after spiritual things, to pursue them

· God wants us to come to Him consistently for our needs

· God wants us to seek Him daily

· He wants us to seek Him when in trouble or when it is convenient


Agree or disagree?   Why?

	Agree
	Disagree

	· God is sovereign, He does as He pleases, whether we pray or not

· We need to pray, God does not need us to do so

· God blesses both the just and the unjust, whether they pray or not
	· He chooses to act in some cases, only when we pray

· He pursues a relationship with us

· He has declared that we must/should pray


How is prayer more than telling God how we expect Him to act?
· it is a conversation

· it is listening as well as talking

· it is declaring our praise, thanksgiving, our trust, our love for Him

· it is confession of our needs, our problems, our sins
How does Jesus say our earthly father can be like our Heavenly Father?

· knows how to give good gifts

· knows the difference between good and bad gifts

· usually wants to give good gifts

How does seeing God as a good father affect our relationship with Him.
· more willing or able to trust Him

· able to depend on Him

· not so ready ignore or forget His love … and thus fret, worry, stress out over our needs 
3.3 See Others More Clearly
Listen for how a similar concept could be stated negatively.
Matthew 7:12 (NIV) So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 

How would you state this same concept in a negative fashion?
( Don’t do anything to others you wouldn’t want them to do to you.
Why is it harder to deliberately do something good for someone than to refrain from doing harm?

· easier to do nothing than to do something

· you can ignore someone easily

· to do something nice, you have to think up what it could be, then do it

· especially if you don’t like someone, it’s easier to do nothing than to do good for them

Consider that this demonstrates a predominant characteristic of Jesus life

· the Christian life is far more than just not treating people badly

· it is so much more of demonstrating love by actively doing good

In what kinds of situations is it hardest to treat others with kindness and respect?

· when they mistreat me

· when they have no particular connection to me – why be nice to someone on the other side of the world I don’t even know?

· when their mindset, their values are completely different from mine 
· when there will probably be no reciprocity … when I don’t see them as being nice in return

How would our culture, our society be different if we all lived by this, the Golden Rule?

· would do away with crime

· would curtail divorce 

· would remove many of our worries and heartaches about how people are treating us

· when our kindness included sharing of our resources (instead of hoarding), world poverty and suffering would be alleviated 

· the Gospel message would be communicated more completely
· it would also be communicated more effectively (people see our love for them, motivated by Jesus in our hearts)

4. Application
4.1 God wants us to be persistent in our prayers

· pray with expectation that God will hear

· pray with the assurance that God will respond to your prayer in a positive way

· our Heavenly Father invites us to ask Him for good gifts that He wants to give us anyway
4.2 Jesus words are aimed at helping us with our spiritual vision
· seeing ourselves more clearly, more honestly

· seeing others as God would have us see them

· seeing more clearly the relationship God wants to have with us

4.3  We were created to be relational
· give yourself to love God more

· give yourself to love others deeply

· think of actions to maintain current relationships … save strained relationships … and build new relationships

___ Remove bad wheel�
�
___ Block wheels�
�
___ Remove blocks from wheels�
�
___ Tighten lug nuts�
�
___ Proceed to shop to patch tire�
�
___ Replace hub cap�
�
___ Place spare on hub�
�
___ Remove jack, lug wrench, and �       spare from trunk�
�
___ Place wheel, wrench, flat in trunk�
�
___ Lower car off jack�
�
___ Loosen lug nuts�
�
___ Remove hub cap�
�
___ Jack up car�
�
___ Remove lug nuts�
�
___ Replace lug nuts�
�






God does not need us to pray.  He wants us to pray
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