
 

Duane Trogdon has al-

ready taken over as the 

chair of Kinesiology as 

of April 1, 2009.  Dr. 

Trogdon has been teach-

ing in Kinesiology since 

his arrival in 2004 and 

his leadership and ex-

perience will be of great 

value to our students.  

Please join me in wel-

coming these two fine 

individuals to our leader-

ship team.  We are 

blessed to have them! 

Letôs finish strong! 

 

We are coming close to 

the end of the spring se-

mester and I am thankful 

that we have all made it 

through this journey to-

gether!  This has been a 

semester of changes and 

surprises.  In the School 

of Education, I will now 

serve as your Dean with-

out the ñinterimò title.  

God has opened this door 

and I am honored to 

serve in this role.  Please 

know that my door is 

open to you and I am 

willing to help you suc-

ceed in any way that I 

can. In our traditional 

program, we will have 

two new ñcaptainsò at 

the helm.  Dr. Kathy 

Stephens will be taking 

over the Teacher Educa-

tion program as of the 

fall 2009.  Dr. Stephens 

has been with us since 

2001 and I am very ex-

cited to be working with 

her in this role.  Dr. 

Hebrews 12:1 

Therefore, since we are sur-

rounded by such a great 

cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so 

easily entangles, and let us 

run with perseverance the 

race marked out for us. 
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Treasurer-Allison Dulweber; Public Relations-
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On April 6, the School of Education cele-
brated its first annual recognition chapel.  
Many individual school of education stu-
dents were recognized for their service 
this past academic year.  Congratulations 
to all of the following students who were 
recognized at the chapel service.  
 
Academic Council: Christine Bedford, 
Chanda Blanton, Eric Clark, Makayla 
Cuthbert, Jaime Daniels, Julianne Feen-
stra, Deanna Sullivan, Amy Woffard 
Kappa Psi Delta (Psych Club): Presi-
dent-Stephanie O'Malia; Vice-President-
James Christophersen; Secretary-
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¢ƘŜ CŜōΦ рΣ нллф άDŜǘ Lǘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ IŜŀƭǘƘ CŀƛǊ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ 
most successful yet!  This is our 8th year to hold the 
free community wide event.  Seventy-six different lo-
cal health care professionals and businesses partici-
pated, with 1400 in attendance.  GSMC drew 560 labs 
for complete lipid profiles and glucose testing.  Louis 
Morgan #1 administered all of the 70 available flu vac-
cines.  Prevent Blindness Texas performed hundreds of 
vision and glaucoma screenings.     Fifteen potential 
donors were signed to the National Marrow Donor 
registry.  Hundreds of hearing screenings were per-
formed also.  A variety of services were offered during 
the health fair, including fitness testing and assess-
ments, nutrition and whole food experts, advice 

on  vitamins and supplements with free samples, along 
with podiatry and back screenings.  By promoting 
health and wellness in this community outreach event, 
LeTourneau University inspired and empowered others 
to make lifestyle changes to improve their overall qual-
ity of life. ςShela Dawson, Director of Health Services 
 
The School of Education made many significant contri-
butions to the Health Fair.  Students and faculty alike 
were an important part of the overall success of the 
health fair.  Mr. David Plunk (Kinesiology Instructor, 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎŎŜǊ /ƻŀŎƘύ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘπ
ing for Spanish-speakers.   

Thirteen students in Dr. Stephens 
READ 3133 Integration of Reading 
and Writing Methods class helped 
with children attending the Health 
Fair in February.  Students se-
lected and read aloud Big Books 
while also actively involving the 
children in the story.  The children 
were mesmerized and enjoyed the 
reading! 

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE HEALTH FAIR 
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situations that made them feel 

uncomfortable. Finally, the stu-

dents defined stranger and pre-

sented photos for the children to 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ άǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊΦέ ¢ƘŜ 

class received positive feedback 

from the community and from 

the Letourneau family. The work-

shop was a great success, and the 

class did an excellent job of com-

municating some very important and 

uncomfortable messages in an appropri-

ate and affirming way.  

PsychologyñTheories and Techniques of Child Counseling 

5ǊΦ wƻǳŘƪƻǾǎƪƛΩǎ Theories & Tech-

niques of Child Counseling class de-

signed a brief workshop to teach chil-

dren about appropriate touch and 

how to identify strangers. The stu-

dents performed a puppet show to 

model the buddy system and to teach 

the children how to ask parents for 

permission to play outside. Child-sized 

posters were designed and printed for 

the children to identify appropriate 

and inappropriate touch zones. Chil-

dren were taught how to respond in 

Child Development majors Amber Franklin, 
Sarah Scroggins, and Catie Eubanks interact 

with the children at the health fair.  

EducationñIntegration of 

Reading and Writing Methods  
aǊǎΦ {ƘŀǊƛ aƛƭƭΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
participated in the health fair.  They set up a booth in the children's area 
called "Talking Hands."  The class decided to make paper sack puppets with 
the children and discuss feelings.  The LU students made a few puppets and 
when the children came to the table they gave them pre-put-together 
"kits" (consisting of a sack, wiggly eyes and self-sticking shapes - all in a zip 
lock bag).  There were markers and glue sticks at the table as well. The LU 
students talked with the children about how they felt and encouraged them 
to make a puppet showing this emotion.  They explained that feelings were 
neither right nor wrong, it was what you did in reference to the feeling that 
mattered.  When they finished, they used the tri-fold board to put on their 
own puppet show.  It was a big hit with the kids! 

EducationñLearning and Development of the Young Child  
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Teacher Education 

Andrea Blumentritt 
 

After graduation, I am getting 
married in July and then mov-

ing to upstate New York 

where I will hopefully be 

teaching high school physics 

and chemistry! 

Psychology 
Bethany Roszhart 

 

After graduation, I am planning on moving 

wherever my husband gets a job flying and 

start the process of applying to graduate 

school. Iõm hoping to start a program in 

Marriage and Family Therapy or in 

School Counseling by next year.  

Teacher Education 
Julianne Feenstra 

 
After graduation, my husband and 

I are moving to Nashville for a 
short time before we go to Africa 

where I will minister through 
teaching.  

Kinesiology  
Dewones ñSippò Smith 

 
After graduation I plan to play 
professional basketball either 

overseas or in the states. 

Psychology 
Allison Dulweber 

 

After I graduate I plan on attending grad 

school to become a marriage and family 

counselor.  I feel like God has called me 

to this field, and Iõm excited to move 

closer to my goal. 

Kinesiology 
Natasha Hennings 

 

If I get into grad school, I will be 

going to either Old Dominion or 

Loma Linda for a Doctorate in 

physical therapy. If I don't get 

into grad school...only God has 

that planned out so far!  



The East Texas Winter Reading Conference for the 

Texas Association for the Improvement of Reading 

(TAIR) was a big success! The day was filled with 

interesting speakers and times for teachers and Le-

Tourneau education students to interact and share 

ideas for improving instruction. Numerous LeTour-

neau Teacher Education senior-level students 

planned and presented outstanding breakout ses-

sions. Several LeTourneau faculty from other de-

partments also provided provocative breakout pres-

entations.  

Angela Hunt, well-known Christian fiction author, 

was the main keynote speaker for the luncheon that 

day. Ms. Hunt entertained and inspired everyone to 

seek and find Godôs direction for the lives in order 

to realize genuine peace and contentment.  Her 

books were available for purchase and she spent 

time that afternoon signing the books and visiting 

with her readers.  

In addition, Ms. Barbara Cargill, Texas State 

School Board Member, also served as an afternoon 

keynote speaker. Ms. Cargill spoke about upcom-

ing legislative updates and provided information 

related to policy changes for the Texas class-

room.  All in all, about 200 people spent the day 

learning about the importance of becoming a life-

long reader and teaching others to do the same. 

nections to the new information. 
 At the 2009 TAIR confer-
ence, Dr. Wayne Jacobs and I pre-
sented brain-based learning concepts 
and its connection to teaching read-
ing.  Dr. Jacobs began by 
explaining how the brain 
functions and led an activity 
in which the participants 
linked fingers (one person at 
a time) from the front of the 
room to the back.  The activ-
ity went significantly faster 
the second time around, illus-
trating how the brain can ac-
cess information faster with 
practice.  I then led the group 
through several activities that 
incorporated brain-based learning 
into teaching reading, explaining how 
each of these activities advanced 
learning in students with a variety of 
learning styles.  These activities in-
cluded new games as well as en-
hancing old ones to achieve better 
reading skills and retention.  

 Brain-based learning is a 
developing area of study and there is 
a vast amount of information avail-
able to help teachers instruct effec-
tively in the classroom.   

 
 
 
 
 

Source for Figure A: Wolfe, Pat. 

Brain Matters : Translating Re-

search into Classroom Practice. 

Alexandria: Association for Su-

pervision & Curriculum Develop-

ment, 2001. 

TAIR Conference (cont) - What can be learned from a picture? By: Bethany Moers (EC-4) 

 What figure is in the picture 
(Figure A)?  In the middle of the 
picture there is a Dalmatian with its 
head down drinking out of a puddle.  
Innovative brain research explains 
that individuals can fill in the lines 
of this picture because the right 
side of the brain can see the ñbig 
pictureò and the left side of the 
brain can interpret the details.  Edu-
cators can take this research and 
apply it to the classroom.  This phi-
losophy of taking brain research 
and applying it to the classroom is 
called brain-based learning. 
 Educators can learn two 
things from the illustration of the 
Dalmatian.  First, students will ñfill 
in the linesò for what they canôt re-
member, so reinforcing concepts by 
a variety of activities is imperative 
in the classroom.  Second, students 
cannot remember what they have 
not seen before, so activating prior 
knowledge is vital in order for the 
students to be able to make con-

TEACHER EDUCATION CORNERñTAIR Conference 
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April 18 will be the Early Childhood Workshop.  EDUC 3353 "Development and 

Learning of the Young Child" will be responsible for the work-

shop.  This is the 4th annual workshop and it has the most par-

ticipants of any workshop.  There will be 178 attending.  These 

attendees are all coming to us from off campus.  The following 

week will be the week of the Young Child - sponsored by 

NAEYC ( National Association for the Education of Young Children) .  

Our Reading Buddy Program received funds to purchase $1000 worth 

of books for students at South Ward. We purchased those through our 

Scholastic Book Fair and were able to get at least one book for every 

classroom and a book for every child between grades 1 and 5. The 

books were delivered to a library full of excited children! 

Teacher Education CornerñReading Buddy Grant 

tively set and reach goals in order to 

improve the overall program; b) see 

the enrollment increase by revising 

and ramping up recruiting strategies; 

c) increase and improve the time 

students spend actively teaching in 

area classrooms; and d) emphasize 

global service learning as an integral 

part of teacher education degree 

plans.   

Having been a Christian since she 

was seven years old, Dr. Stephens 

was blessed to grow up in a spiritu-

ally-rich Christian home. For almost 

31 years now, she has been married 

to her high school sweetheart, Rick. 

Together they have a daughter, a 

wonderful son-in-law as well as 

three precious grandchildren. They 

also have one son who attends John 

Brown University. The Stephens 

worship as a family at Ma-

cedonia Baptist Church. 

When she does find some 

spare time, her favorite 

pastimes are reading (of 

course) and decorating 

cakes. 

Teacher Education CornerñNew Chairperson for the Department of Teacher Education 

Dr. Kathy Stephens joined the 

teaching faculty at LeTourneau in 

August 2001. Prior to that, she 

taught students in various grade 

levels for about 20 years in area 

private and public schools, includ-

ing Pine Tree and Hallsville. 

Shortly after coming to LeTour-

neau, Kathy began work on her 

doctorate and completed in De-

cember, 2007 from Texas A&M-

Commerce in Educational Super-

vision, Curriculum, and Instruc-

tion with an emphasis in reading. 

As department chair, Dr. Stephens 

has numerous goals and plans for 

growing the Teacher Education 

program at LeTourneau. Initially, 

she would like to a) work with 

faculty in the department to ac-

Teacher Education CornerñEarly Childhood Workshop 
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New Teacher 

Education 

Department 

Chair:  

Dr. Kathy 

Stevens! 



Greetings from the Certification office: 
LeTourneau University has now been a part of the state TExES 
paper-based testing for two registrations!  The first testing 
session was held on January 31, 2009 with 36 test takers in 
attendance and we had 4 people that worked to help adminis-
ter the test. The second testing session was held on April 4 
and we had 66 test takers and 10 people that worked to help 
administer the test.  It is obviously a great help to students 
that LeTourneau has joined the ranks with other testing enti-
ties to help students so that they do not have to drive as far to 
take the test.  All students are reminded to print and bring 
their ETS testing ticket with them on the day of testing and 
also to be at your designated testing site at 7:30 a.m. to pro-
vide plenty of time for check-in.  The doors will be locked and 
testing will begin promptly at 8:00 a.m.  In order to check test 
results for this administration, go to www.sbec.state.tx.us on 
aƻƴŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нтΣ ƭƻƎ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά±ƛŜǿ 
9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
The Certification Office is trying to help students complete 
their certification.  All TEACH/PACT EC-4th grade Generalist 
students should have received a status letter through their 

email within the past month.  All Middle School and Secon-
dary students will be receiving a status letter within the next 
couple of weeks.  All TRAD students will be receiving their 
status letters during a workshop with the Certification Office 
on April 13.  The status letters show each student their 
status in the following areas: 
Completed coursework/degree   
 yes or no 
Completed student teaching/internship  
 yes or no 
Passed appropriate PPR at the state level  
 yes or no 
 Passed appropriate content exam at the state level   
 yes or no 
 
If students have any questions regarding their status, please 
contact the appropriate personnel given in the letter.  Our 
Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊŜŀƳΧŀ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 
Χǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƻ ¢ŜȄŀǎΩ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ 
 

Psychology CornerñPsychology Club  

The psychology club has had a very productive semester of activities.  Educational meetings, social 
gatherings, and a service project have kept the members busy.  The game night at Dr. Sheaferôs 
house saw about 20 people engage in ñfriendlyò competition at all kinds of games.  It should be 
noted that the girls won ñThe Battle of the Sexesò game.  In March, the club sponsored an educa-
tional seminar on jobs in psychology.  Members enjoyed pizza and pop during the meeting.  The 
service project involved collecting clothes for 
Hope Haven Home for Women and Children.  Ten 
large bags of clothes were donated to the shelter.  
Thanks to all of you who donated clothes!  The 
last activity of the year was a field trip to East 
Texas Child Advocates (see above photo of psy-
chology club members, faculty sponsors, and 
ETCA Executive Director, Margaret Parker).  We 
were treated to a tour of the facilities and given 
information about the many programs that ETCA 
has to help area children.  As always, the last or-
der of business is to elect new officers for the next 
year.  Before we do that, a big thank you goes out to the officers who served so faithfully this past 
yearðStephanie OôMalia, James Christophersen, Allison Dulweber, Kim Price, and Tiffany Ross.  
The Kappa Psi Delta officers for 2009-2010 are: President, Candyce Feer; Vice-President, Caleb 
Misegades; Secretary/Treasurer, Christine Bedford; Public Relations, Kim Price; Senate Represen-
tative, James Christophersen.  Congratulations, we look forward to an even better year to come!       

Certification OfficeñBecky Birdsong 
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