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Persistence

SKEEP ON A §h|g folf@\@ing is an excerpt of an article by Dr. Wayne Jacobs publisfiéiincourag-
ing LeaderSeptember 2011 edition:

AND IT WILL BE Persistence

GIVEN TO YOU: Dani el ORudyo Ruettiger persisted throu
on the practice squad at Notre Damide was known by his teammates as one who

KEEP ON SEEKING \you1d not quit; one who would push his teammates to be better than they currently were;

AND YOU WILL one who never let his circumstances dictate his behavior. He became so well known for

FIND: KEEP ON pushing his teammates to greatness, that they pressured the coach to let him play on the

' final game of his final seaso@n the final play the coach sent Rudy in for the only play

KNOCKING..AND  of hjs career. Rudy sacked the quarterback, forced arzené fumble, and Notre

[THE DOOR]WILL  Dame ended up winning the ganfRudy remains the only Notre Dame player to ever

BE OPENED TO be carried off the field on his teammat
The Bible exhorts us to be persisténthe seventh chapter Matthew, the Bible says,

YOU. o 0OKeep on asking and it wildl be given yo
-MATT. 7:711 Ié_tr;lc;cking [reverently] and [t helldAmpliied wi
ible).
One of my favorite scenes in the movie Radio, is where Radio is hitting the shoulder pad
of the boys on the football Ilwshwmalldhadd s a:
Radios in our |lives who would keep tell

New Lounge Space for Students!

The School of Education hagho are here during the cramped and the furniture

Or epur pos ed o6daygandnilizisgghés coem was moved from the office

for students. Room 227, is a great way to facilitate suite. There are a couple of

which has beenknownast hat . 6 says &aealamps & ths bresa that

the Distance Learning Dean of the School of Edu-can make the space seem

Room, now has some newcation. On the opposite  mor e | i ke ©ohome.
and moved items for stu- corner of the appliances are welcome and encour-

dents. Students will find a are two computers and a aged to use the room when
microwave, refrigerator ~ scanner right next to a a class is not in session.

The new SOE student lounge con- anq g fun ice maker for  loveseat and chair. The

tains a microwave, refrigerator, . .
and ice maker for student use. their use during the day. computers came down from
O0We have wa ntheMkdiaaProduatiorgLab
out space for our students to make it feel less

Computers and loveseats in the new styi-
dent loungé Room 227
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Ice Cream Float Fridajp Mary Beth Trogdon

Faculty members of the School of Education took their turn Friday, Septéner 9
serve the students ice cream. Student Affairs receives volunteers from the different
schools and areas of LeTourneau and schedules them each and every Friday to dip and

serve the cold stuff in the Common Grounds area of M
Godds sweetest blessings!

Dear children, | et Uus not |l ove with words or speech
3:18)

Photo: Drs. Trogdon, Stephens,
Sheafer, and Staples. Not pictur
Mr s . Mary Beth Trogdon.

Psychology Corner

Kappa Psi Delta by April Nenjerama and Dr. Sheafer KAPPA PS| DELTA

I am so excited about this upcoming year for what God has in store for the220 21 GAME NIGHT

school year and specifically the psychology club. He has laid it on my heartto starta ~—

mentoring program for new or transfer psychology students. So if you are interested i

being a mentor or mentoree please let me kndwrilNenjerama@letu.edu The psy- WHEN: SEPT. 23

chology club participated in STOMP, where we signed up people who were interested WHERE: DR

and sold tshirts as a fund raiser for the club. We still haghiits remaining, so if you T

are interested in purchasing one, you can contact Dr. ShealkiSheafer@letu.edior SHEAFEROS HOU.
Lauren Touchberry (LaurenTouchberry@letu.edu)-shineis Irish green and has a

guote from Alfred Adler that says 6The r mal p
k n o w-shiiits areTone for $15, two for $25, and three for $30. COME BY FO%{
The psychology club officers have gotten together to plan events for the semesteras® GAMES, SNACKS,
lows: |
-Game Night at Dr. Sheaferds house u.fAN[z,FVE,L,L;O\LymIP'er 2 :
-Clothing Drive to give to local shelters all semester
-Pizza sales for raising awareness and money for research in October
-Graduate study seminar in November
Specific dates and times will follow, and be on the lookout for our flyers that will be up
prior to these events.
Psychology cl-201dfficers 2011
Pictuugaeted on couch: Dr. Sheafer, En
Aitken, and Ricky Farris. Seated on
Lauren Touchberry and April Nenjer art
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Psychology Alumni Updates
Edited text of an email received from Harry Waitz (PSYS, 2011)

Dear Drs. Roudkovski and Sheafer,

| wanted to let you guys know | got a job in San Jose, Californial

I will be working with Advent Group Ministries, a Christian non-
profit organization that runs group homes that offer residential
treatment for troubled youth, especially those coming out of ad-
dictions. | will basically be a house parent; I'll assign and make
sure they complete their chores, I'll be helping them with home-
work, taking them to school and to AA and NA meetings and
counseling, make reports for the treatment team as they devise treatment plans, and
I'll be basically making sure they stay safe and be there to talk with them and such. It
will be a huge jump in responsibility, but I'm confident that everything you guys taught
me will kick in and save the day! (I certainly hope it does.)

| will be out in California for a year. I'm sure you will hear from me again as | take
another look at grad schools, because | still hope to go back to school after this year.
Thanks again for all of your support and help over the last four years! | never really
thanked you properly, | suppose, and | suppose-araik doesn't really express it

either. Maybe someday I'll be rich and send you gifts, which you can then turn down

for ethical reasons. :)

Joshua Swain (PSYS, 2005)

After | graduated from Letourneau’s Psychology program in 2005, | married the love
of my life (Jackie), relocated to Fort Worth, Texas, and began law school at the Texas
. Wesleyan University School of Law. | attended law school until December 2007,
i graduating a semester early. | can vouch for the strength of the curriculum and

21 educators in the Psychology department at LeTourneau because | entered law
school far more prepared for the rigors of that program that many of my class-
mates. After graduation | had just enough time to prepare and sit for the bar

exam before landing my first job as a petroleum land manager in Marshall, Tex-

% 3 as. | spent two years working as a field agent for an oil and gas brokerage firm

{ before | took a leap and founded my own law firm, Joshua L Swain, PLLC. After a
relatively short time practicing on my own, | had the very fortunate circumstance
of making a connection through my mentor from Letourneau, Dr. Sheafer, with an-
other LeTourneau graduate practicing law in the area. This connection led to an
opportunity to join Flowers Davis, PLLC as an associate attorney in December of
20009. | still call Flowers Davis, PLLC my professional home and fill the vast majority of
my time consulting with our clients on oil and gas exploration and production matters.
Shortly after joining the firm, Ryder Lee Swain, my son, was born to my wife and me
and remains our only child for the moment. He is now approaching his second birthday
and finds it amusing to get into everything, climb on everything, and explore all he
can. | enjoyed my time at LeTourneau and found it immensely rewarding. In addition
to the excellent education, | gained solid friendships that kept me grounded, and men-
tors that guided me with wisdom and challenged me to do more. In fact, Letourneau
taught me to value education so much that | recently enrolled in its Master of Business
Administration program. My experience at LeTourneau resulted in much more than a
degree; | received an education trequipped me to fulfill a vocation.
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Dee (Lee) Tryon (PSYS, 1997)

¢ My name is Dee Tryon. | have been married to Randall

@ Tryon for 8 years. We have adopted two precious little

i boys Daniel, 5 years old, and Joshua, 2 years old. | could
write a book on how my psychology degree has helped
me with raising my boys!

| graduated in 1997 with a B.S. in Psychology and Kinesi-
B ology 0 Exercise Science Option. Upon graduating

S LeTourneau, | attended-U¥ler and earned my teaching
§ certificate in regular education for gradessland special
education for ages 3 to 22. | went to work for Hallsville
ISD as the second grade resource teacher. While there |
taught students with various disabilities such as learning
disabilities in math, reading, and/or writing, mental retar-
" dation, autism, and various emotional disturbances. These
students had academic skills that were anywhere from a 2
%" 3 year old level to almost second grade level. | was de-
pended upon a lot of times to work with students with emo-
_ tional disturbances when their behavior would become out
: e 5 of control. This is not something that you are taught to
handle when going through a teaching program. | felt fortunate that I listened to God and
pursued my psychology degree. Because of the various classes | took and volunteer work |
learned how to work with these students. | also learned how to work with some very difficult
teachers as well.

| worked in this job for 5 years when my Special Education Director asked if | would
consider becoming the Teacher of the Visually Impaired. | prayed and talked to my husband
and felt that this was what God had planned for me. So in 2004, | went back to school and
earned my teaching certificate in visual impairments which allowed me to work with students
from birth to age 22. I n 2007, I completed my Maste
Texas Tech University. For the past 5 years to present | have been the Teacher of the Visually
Impaired for Hallsville School District as well as Elysian Fields, Harleton, Karnack, and
Waskom. In this job, | have students who have various visually disabilities. | have some who
can see but are classified as legally blind and | have two students who are completely blind.
My job is to provide equipment and materials in order for these students to be able to access
the general curriculum. This may include magnifiers, special paper, large print, and Braille, just
to name a few. | can start a with a student once an eye doctor has diagnosed them which can
be as early as 2 months of age and | keep them until they graduated or age out at 22 years
of age. This means | have to be able to work with parents for a possible 22 years. Psycholo-
gy definitely helps in dealing with parents, especially when | have to explain that their baby
has a serious visual problem that will affect them their entire lives. With this job | also have to
deal with many teachers, principals, and other staff. You can only imagine how many different
hats | try to wear in dealing with all the different personalities and problems.

All throughout my schooling and career, | have se
done and what has happened. He has directed my path every step of the way. | took the
l ong way to becoming a teacher and finding the right
ing what | needed in order to be successful and to be able to help so many people. If you are
planning on becoming a teacher, in regular education or special education, | highly recommend
taking several psychology classes, especially Abnormal Psychology or any others that discuss
various disorders.

Page5
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New Masters Programs in Counseling and Psychology by Dr. Melanie Roudkovsk

In April of 2011, LETU received accreditation for new graduate
lprograms in counseling & psycholog
the making. Following accreditation, the next logical step was to write cours-
*| es and identify instructérssomething | thought | had plenty of time to do.

| Then the applications began coming in. It was a trickle at first, a few here
and there. The pace worked for me, since | was busily wrapping up a hectic
| spring and preparing to take on the new role | had become so excited
about: Director of Graduate Programs in Counseling & Psychology. Since alll
| of the applicants were required to complete an interview as part of the pro-
cess, | began scheduling Skype interviews and even had a few applicants
request to meet in person. O0Surel!
convenient for youél!od

Then it happened. Envelopes containing completed application
packets began appearing more frequently, sent to me only after transcripts had been
studied and GPAs were assessed. Then, the envelopes got thicker and would sometime:
contain even three or four packets. The papigped packets on my desk, topped with
either a pale pink or a bright pink piece of paper denoting which program the applicant
was seekin@ M.A. in Counseling or M.A. in Psychdidagsgan to pile up. | suddenly

had 15 on my desk and it occurred tofim&/E ACTUALLY HAVE STUDENTS INTERESTE
IN THIS PROGRAM!!

ltds not so shocking, really. We hayv
program in counseling would be a draw t
know until you put it to the test. The plan was to launch the program slowly in the summe
of fering a couple of courses to |l et us
. would have the 28 students enrolled by the end of Fall 2011 that we had projected.
o...1 T BE G&shﬂhegﬁblications continued to roll in and | began to block out hours of time for inter-
OCCUR TO ME JUSTviews, it occurred to me just how much God was blessing this endeavor. Officially, 63

HOWMUCHGoD Students were confirmed for the Fall 20
completed in the | ast week, and it does
WASBLESSING ¢ " 1'|'| modules that will launch in Octob
THISENDEAVOR. t ain of work on my desk that | know I &1
OFEEICIALLY 63 mount ai nébut mostly because He did this
STUDENTS WERE begin to question bgcause f[hey donot_ta\
prefer. What we dondt see is how He is
CONFIRMED FOR  gply laughing while we try to figure everything out and make it work like we think it
FALL 2011 should. Thankfully, Hi s ways are great e
SEMESTER. ¢Whenthose dreams and desires get planted.
-DR.MELANIE So, whatdés the moral of the story? K
ROUDKOVSKI such amazing plans for each of us, and | cannot even begin to imagine the number of
lives that will be touched and changed by students who emerge as mental health profes-
sionals, ministers, better parents, bet:

planted dreams in the hearts of so many who wanted to reach a hurting world. We
dreamed, we acted, and now His Kingdom reaps the benefits.
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Mr s . Kranzds Human Griolwdthd & Haewe | @ pBnelmyt! Cl a s

- You may have noticed several students carrying
~ __raround oObabiesd6 during the second wee
~aMrs. Kranz®és Human Growth and Devel op
class recently finished a project in which each stu-
dent was required to carry a o0
™18 hour s. The O0babiesd ranged
@~ weights to stuffed animals to sacks of flower
(complete with diaper and bow). The only re-
guirement was that the baby weigh between 7
and 10 pounds (the average weight of newborn or
young infant). Students had to keep the Obabiesodo wi
also asked to set alarms for every three hours each night (after apologizing to their
roommates) and stay awake for 10 minutes each ti me i
feedingsd with a newborn. The goal of the project w
amount of work involved in caring for a newborn.

baby w
fro b

0
m

Manuscript Published

Dr . Vicki Sheafer has had her manuscr ing
Use of an Extra Cr e dPsytholoylsurngrhenssug todtaimng
Dr. Sheaferds article was publ i s h-eredit i T
assignment that Dr. Sheafer developed and then tested in several psychology cour|
Students have responded favorably to ent ,

share this with her professional colleagues so that they might benefit from it as wel
Sheafer presented the research at two conferences last year where it was well rece
Publication will give the assignment an even wider audience.

Academic Chapel Wednesday, August 31, 2011

The Department of Psychology hosted the first Academic

Chapel of the Fall 2011 semester. The Department used the

chapel time to introduce our newest faculty member, Dr.

Jeninne McNeill, to the School of Education students. The four

Department faculty lead the students in praise and worship,

and then Dr. McNeill shared the testimony
her life. Keep reading to find out more about Dr. McNeill.

Dr. Jeninne McNeill was born and raised in East Orange,

New Jersey. She became a Christian at the age of 23, at

which time she moved from New Jersey to Atlanta, Georgia.
Once in Georgia, the Lord led her to begin college for the

first time. Jeninne attended a secular college in Atlanta for

one year. It did not take long for her to realize that it was

not the environment that she wanted to be in, as a Christian. Therefore, beginning her
sophomore year, Jeninne transferred to Covenant College in Lookout Mountain, Georgia.
Covenant is a Chrikicused environment with strong doctrine. Jeninne completed her
three remaining years of undergraduate studies at Covenant College, and it was there
that she was taught solid Christian principles and commitment to academic (continued on Page7
next page)
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(continued from previous page)

conscientiousness. Jeninne graduated from Covenant College
with a Bachelords degree in Psy
moved north and attended the University of Rochester for her
Masterds in Engl i svaythrdugictiast i on .
program that she did not want to teach high school English,

Jeninne began applying to Ph.D. programs. In August of 2006,
Jeninne completed the Masterds
ter and moved to Long Island, New York to begin her doctoral

work at Hofstra University. In 2007, Jeninne received her Mas-
terds degree in Psychology from
ized in child therapy and family dynamics. While working on her Ph.D., Jeninne com-
pleted oneyear internships at a mental health clinic as an assessor and a counselor, at
Hof strafds student ¢ oun s-pdtientpgychatacrhospital as e
as a group therapist and assessor, and at a high school as a school psychologist. She
also worked as a crisis counselor for foster children in the greater New York City area
and taught as an adjunct professor, both for over two years. Her dissertation was on

the effects of using positive psychology to helpgskt youth. In August of 2011,

Jeninne received her Ph.D. from Hofstra University in combined Clinical and School Psy-
chology. She is excited to be at LeTourneau University, where she can teach psycholo-
gy from the perspective of Godos divinit
lies and atrisk youth.

Student Summer Adventures

Stefani Davis

My name is Stefani Davis, and | am junior psychology major here
at LeTourneau. This summer | was blessed with the opportunity to
spend a month in Tanzania, Africa preaching the gospel. | went

with a group called Open Door Enterprise who does a lot of wa-

ter well drilling in that area. However, the trip that | went on re-
quired no real physical labor (thank goodness). Instead of drill-

ing, a typical day consisted of door to door evangelizing in the
mornings and then providing c¢h
We travelled from village to village spending two days in each
place trying to spread the news to as many people as we could.
During our time with the kids, we acted out Bible stories and

gave a message about how the story applies to their lives. We

also found creative ways to teach them memory verses so that
even after we left they could have the word of God in their

hearts to share with others. Outside of the teachings, we just spent

time with them and loved on them. We would play games, sing and dance, or even just
hold them for a little while. Most of tf
receive any attention from them, so showing them affection was one of the easiest ways t
prove Godds | ove.
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The hardest, but most rewarding, part of the trip was the door to door evangelizing. Prior to this trip, | had never done
any real evangelizing, nor had | ever led someone to Christ. As you can imagine, | was absolutely terrified. Thankfully,
during our first two days of evangelizing | was able to work with two people who were very experienced with it. | did a
lot of listening, and really tried to pay attention to how they connected conversations and made everything flow and
seem not so awkward and forced. Evangelizing is very different in Africa than it is in a lot of other places because the
majority of people there are Muslim. People would try to debate with us and get us to make a mistake or say somethin
contradictory. There were sever al occasions where we
these things was discouraging, God definitely saw us through it and brought us to homes where we could shed light. V
| was there, | was personally able to bring five people to Christ, the first of which changed my life forever. It was a your
man who had seen us wal king around and owanted to be
in my heart and it was then that | truly understood why God had taken me to Africa. Before | went on this trip | would

have never chosen myself as someone well equipped fo
fortable with or thought | could do. I truly believe that it was God working through me to make it happen. There is nothi
that | can personally say or do, that would make som

declare that they are a Christian, their entire lives turn upside down. They have to deal with oppression from family,
friends, and spouses because of their newfound belief. God is the only one who can walk them through that and keep
them strong in their faith.

Now that | am back, I find myself missing my time in
hear an African song in my head, and it will take me back. Those memories help me realize that | could be doing so m
more with my life. What | did for God in Africa was amazing, but what am | doing for God here? There are more than

enough people around me that | could be sharing His
trip is that you dondt have to be anything spectacul
do everything you candt . I't is a privilege that He w

You are more than welcome to view this link if you would like to hear about two of my most heart breaking and God in-
spired evangelizing experiences.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mx7AyZXTSo8&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL

Amy Weaver

My stomach lurched inside me and the last place on earth | wanted to be ill was at the table in the conference
room é unfortunately, the altitude was setting in. |
who had come to Colorado Springs to intern with Focus on The Family. This past summer, | had the opportunity serve
Marriage and Parenting department. Working alongside advocates of the family and everything that it stands for was
an incredible blessing and an incredible learning experience.

| participated in a plethora of projects over the summer. In my first project | was able to input, as well as calcu-
late averages of the data that had been collected in classrooms of a school district in California serving an underprivi-
leged community. | was also given the opportunity to create questions and develop content for their Advent curriculun
al so had the privilege of writing discussion questio

As an intern in the Family Ministries Department,
the creators of Fireproof. | was also able to participate in several other projects concerning
fatherhood and the role a father plays in the life of his family. | am almost an expert in fa-
thering é although, | prefer to never have to kerge® 1t h
(continued on next page)
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Before my internship, | knew that | wanted to work in ministry, but
| was only aware of the person working on the front lines. During
‘ this internship, | got to participate in the background of ministry,

. to work with the team putting together all the ins and outs of lo-
gistics before the projects can be in the hands of those ministering
with it. This summer God taught me the value of family, the im-
portant role families play in the story He is writing. | feel that
God has affirmed His calling in my life for ministry and has in-
creased my passion for ministering in a variety of capacities to
those who do not know Him.

o1 FEEL THA TCOURg,Stoltzfus

HAS AFFIRMED HIS
CALLING IN MY LIFE
FOR MINISTRY AND
HAS INCREASED MY
PASSION FOR
MINISTERING IN A
VARIETY OF
CAPACITIES TO
THOSE WHO DO

I'was blessed this summer with an amazing opportunity to intern at an orphanage
in Uganda for two months. The orph-anage
acre orphanage located outside of the city of Jinja. The range of this Christian ministry is
wide, as they are a home to over 80 orphans from ages newbhté&years old, a
school to 400 children from preschool through middle school, and an employer to nearly
100 Ugandan adults. They are nothing short of a beacon of light as they minister to the
many Ugandans in the area.

My involvement in the ministry including working with the sponsorship program
that helps to fund the ministry, teaching Sunday School, and working with three special
needs children who live at the orphanage. | quickly fell in love with many of the children,
but | grew especially attached to several of the children.

One of the kids that became a true buddy of mine was a charming figars

NOT KNOW HI wldboy named Mark. Mark had been kicked out of school a couple months before | ar-

-AMY WEAVER

Pagel0

rived. The teachers did not see him fit for school and figured he must have a disability.
He was assigned to me as one of the 0sp
discovered him to be capable of learning and obeying; what he needed was some atten-
tion and to know what was expected of him. The teachers eventually allowed me to inte-
grate him into the classro@mvhat an experience! It was so exciting to see him grow

and develop, improving behaviorally and academically in just the few weeks that | moni-
tored him in the classroom.

Mark was one of the many children who blessed my time in Uganda. | feel like
each relationship | build deepened me personally and spiritually as God showed me His
character through His children in Africa. What a blessing it was to be a part of the Good
Shepherds Fold ministry. If you have any questions about my trip, would like to know
more, or would like to sponsor a child at the orphanage, please email me at

corinnestoltzfus@letu.educheck out my blog at :

http://www.corinneinuganda.blogspot.cam”
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Teacher Education Corner

Welcome to our New Faculty Member in Teacher Education!

Dr. Staples is a new faculty member
in the School of Education. Dr. Sta-
ples holds a doctoral degree in Edu-
cational Leadership with a focus on
English Language Learners and Lan-
guage Acquisition and a Master 0:
degree in Curriculum and Instruction
with an emphasis in Reading. Dr.
Staples comes to us from Tarleton
State University which is a University
in the Texas A & M System. Dr. Sta-
ples has five years of University
Teaching experiences and over 13
years as an elementary school teacher. Dr. Staples has a true passion for her profession.
She believes that
"Teaching is about making some kind of dent in the world so that the world is
different than it was before you practiced your craft. Knowing clearly what kind
of dent you want to make in the world means that you must continually ask your-
self the most fundamental evaluative questionsdf@itat effect am | having
on students and on their learning?" (Brookfield1®{1.9). Teaching is a noble
profession that demands humility and respect. It is crucial that teachers recognize
the power inherent in their roles (as teachers, mentors, counselors, advisors, etc.)
and are selreflective about their actions. In my teaching | work to be mindful of
my position as a role model for future educators.
Dr. Staples is married to John Staples and has a fourteen year old son, Jeffrey Staples.

They are currently all staying busy with the Hallsville Band.

Accolades for and from LeTourneau Teacher Education Alumni

Matthew Bradley

Matthew Bradley was selected as the 2011Student Teacher of the Year for the state of

Texas. He will receive his award and be recognized at the Consortium of State Organi-

zations for Texas Teacher Education (CSOTTE) in Corpus Christi in October. Since gradu-

ation, Matthew hasbegun hisfirg year at Hogg Middle School in Tyler, Texas He is

teaching seventh grade language arts and Texas history.

Matt McLaughlin

Employed by Mesquite ISD, Poteet High School, Boys Basketball and Math tédcher

the end of the year Matt was given the "First Class Teacher Award" which is given to the

first year teacher who has had outstanding achievements. His my Algebra 1 TAKS

(achievement exam for state of Texas) scores were the highest of the Algebra 1 teach-

ers; they received the rank of o0recognized ¢
Quote from Matt: o0l just want to thank you a
paring me so much while | was at LeTourneau. | do not think my first year of teaching

could have gone any better. | am looking forward to another fun and exciting year in

the classroom and on the court. o6

Rachel Blactunable to return this fall)

0l just wanted to |l et you know that | am sooo thankf
for me. You have taught me so much! You taught me not

only with your words but also through your actions and Pagell

ampuso t
nd the w
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loving heart. (Even thought | will not be returning) | enjoyed my year at LETU. | learned
0[ TEACHI N Gglot dndshad a great time. LETU is an amazing school with AMAZING people in it.
VERY HARD AND THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU!!!! Keep being an amazing men

and women of God and loving Him, your family, and your students. Also keep trusting in
OVERWHELMING  Hi m with everything!é

_BUT YOUR HELP Stephanie (Bush) Majors

In the spring semester was named Rookie Teacher of the Year for Eickenroht Elementar
IN COLLEGE School (Spring ISD). This summer Stephanie traveled to Port St. Lucie, Floridayor a 9
DEFINITELY training (all expenses paid) for the PEAK Summer Institute with Spence Rogers. PEAK

(http://www.peaklearn.comy has been beneficial with regards to classroom manage-
HELPED ME THIS  ment and content knowledge. Her school has 92% of economically disadvantaged stu-
FI RST Y E A Rdenss (the highest in Spring ISD) and PEAK has been extremely helpful when dealing wi
behavior issues and maintaining an effective classroom throughout the year.

~SUEFR AR Quote from Stephanie: O0A lot if it is b
MAJORS, ALUMNI  teaching. It is very hard and overwhelming, especially with our group of kids (it's a Title
1 school) but your help in college def]i

LeTourneau Learning Lab

LeTourneau University Education Department is pleased to be able to continue the Early
Childhood practical experience sessions this semester in an effort to provide education
students the opportunity to work finsind with preschool age children without traveling
off-campusThe LeTourneau Learning Lab sessions are currently scheduled to begin on
Wednesday, September 14, meeting from 12®0:00 p.m. and will continue to meet

each Wednesday through November 16. LeTourneau University faculty, staff, and stu-
dents are invited to partner with the Teacher Education Department by registering their
pre-school age children to participat&here will be no charge to the families or the stu-
dents that enroll their children in the LeTourneau Learning Lab. The lab activities are bein
coordinated and supervised by Dr. Michele Staples and Mrs. Jodie Hilburn.

The Learning ctpred above, provides
with an opportunity toflwork with preschool
drenéwithout ingloff campus.

Pagel?
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Creative Expressioris Dr. Michele Staples

had the opportunity to understand how students feel when they are
given tasks that do not allow for creativitgtudents were given a
clump of clay and asked to produce an exact replica of an an-

gel. Students were frustrated and felt boxed in with this activi-

ty. Students were then allowed to create anything that represent-
ed something God created his activity illustrated the difference
between convergent and divergent thinking and illustrated the im-
portance of developmentally appropriate practices.

Alumni Update

Garrett Robbins (EDUC, 2011)

| am having an absolute blast! | love the culture here in Paraguay and my students here
cion Christian Academy are amazingly awesome. | have made it through the first seven
and | really love what | am doing. God is simply just reaffirming the fact that | am where
wants me. On typical day, | am at work by 6:20, but am only required to be here by 6:40
faculty-wide prayer. School starts at 7:00 am sharp and ends at 2:30, soccer practices st
soon afterwards. During the day, | teach freshman geometry, sophomore algebra 2, junid
calculus, and senior physics and calculus with a grand total of 53 students combined. Tt
and administration here is extremely supportive and very involved with every teacher in
classroom. The community here is very much like a large family, with most parents extre
volved in partnership with the teachers and concerned about the learning of the students
more than the grades they earn. | have been very warmly welcomed by everyone here, and
have already been involved within the music, art, and athletic programs at the school. However,
by far the most encouraging aspect of ACA is the fact that almost all of the students display a
deep-seeded desire to learn. Although fewer go on to attend college than in the states, almost
all are incredibly concerned with their education. As a teacher, | have been very at home at
Asuncion Christian Academy.

As for the country itself, the weather is currently fantastic and beautiful almost every day. It is

currently the end of winter here, but it is no longer as cold as it was a few weeks ago. Most days

begin around 50 degrees Fahrenheit and warm to 80 or 85 degrees (10 to about 27 Celsius),

which allows fantastic weather for athletics in the afternoons. The food is fantastic and very

tasteful, but lacks many of the overused preservatives that we have in the states. So, we go to

the local grocer about three or four times a week. The people are extremely welcoming and har-

bor no ill will toward Americans, although | am usually mistaken for one of the many German

nationals in the country. The school campus is located on the northeast side of the city directly on

one of the cityds main thoroughfares. Thus, most |
though if not, buses are cheap and easy to find. | have already found a home church about a 20

minute bus ride from my apartment in a suburb adjacent to Asuncion where | believe God can

grow me and allow me to invest in the people as well. The church is a Paraguayan church, but

many Americans and other expatriates from the local embassies, American and international

schools, and mission organizations attend. God has already surrounded me with a rather large

circle of friends teaching at various schools in the city, including a few Brits, South Africans, Irish-

men, Kiwis, Germans, Argentines, and Paraguayan nationals. All in all, my experience in Asuncion

to date has been extraordinary and stretching, professionally, personally, and spiritually. | am

extremely thankful for the opportunity that God has allowed me to teach abroad and for all

of the prayers offered on my behalf. Pagel3

"% YThe students in Dr. Staplesd Creative Expres



OTHE LORD
BLESSED ME SO
MUCH THROUGH
MY STUDENTS SO
FAR AND |
CANNOT WAIT
FOR WHAT ELSE
HE HAS IN
STORE! ¢
-KAYLA BLUCHER,
ALUMNI
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School of Education Newsletter

Kayla Blucher (EDUC, 2011)

| could have never imagined that | would land my dream job right out of LeTour-
neau, but the Lord truly is doing work in my life. | wake up early every morning for prac-
tice with my Freshman A and B team volleyball girls. They are sweet, funny, irritating, lov-
ing, and precious all at the same time. They also take up any free time that | might have,
but are absolutely worth it! My B team i©4nd my A team girls have a record ofl®
On Friday we earned our first conference wins and the girls were so thrilled. | also get the
privilege of helping out the Varsity team with defense as well as get to travel to their tour-
naments with them. They recently have been ranked 8th in the state after taking 6th place
out of 84 teams at the Pearland Tournament, which is one of the biggest high school tour-
naments in the nation.

HA | teach Algebra 2 as well as coach for Johnson High School which keeps me on m
toes! %have about 100 students in four class periods. Each class has its own personality,
only reinforcing that the you need a wide variety of classroom management strategies in
your toolbox. The curriculum given to me is not super interactive so | am constantly trying
to find ways to spice things up! Progress report grades have already been due, we have
had three quizzes, are currently anticipating a test, and the math team is planning for
Math Parent Night which is quickly approaching. | am doing my best to become involved
in my students lives because | know that teaching is not just about the subject you teach,
the life lessons you instill in your students along the way. | am so blessed to be the spons
for the Jags for Jesus club that meets on Wednesday mornings to worship and fellowship
together. These students are truly an inspiration to others and they are making a huge
impact on the student body through serving Christ in all they do! The Lord has blessed me
so much through my students so far and | cannot wait for what else he has in store!

Certification Corner

Becky Birdsong, Director of Educator Certification

UL "" . | am Becky Birdsong, Director of Educator Certification here at

LeTourneau University. | work with all education programs helping
students become teachers or principals. | have been at LeTourneau
University for 8 years. | was a public school teacher for many

years prior to coming to the university. | have taught from 1

4 grade through high school during my caredy. favorite teaching
positions were working with first graders and also
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working with students with learning disabilities. | have a special place in my heart for
oOspecial needsdé students.

| attend First Presbyterian Church here in Longview. | am involved in tegnate8

girl sd Bible study on Wednesday evenings as well
My husband and | live on a farm and have cattle. Our favorite thing to do together is to
hunt deer and hogs. The preparation is just as much fun as the actual hunting. All of our
family loves to hunt as well. We have been happily married for 35+ years and still go-
ing! We have three grown daughters, three sonlaws, two grandchildren, and one

more that is due on September 16, 2011. My husband and oldest daughters are Aggies.
The other two daughters started off at A&M, but transferred to LETU and graduated

from here. My grandbabies are Morgan, 2; Tinsley,1; and Jaxson is soon to make his
appearance.

| am here to help you any way that | can regarding certification. Any time that you have
guestions, no matter how silly or insignificant you might think it is, always call because |
love to help students through the process. | will always give you my expert opinion or
find the answer for you if | do not know.

BeckyBirdsong@Ietu.edu

Brenda Pete, Educator Certification Specialist

A o

here at LeTourneau University. | assist Becky Birdsong with
M all of the education programs, helping students as they work
toward becoming highly qualified educators. | assist with all
{" parts of the testing process from proctoring tests to test ap-
provals. | assist students as they work towards teacher or
principal certification. | have worked for over twenty years
in municipal government with programs and activities involv-
ing students. Talking, listening to and sharing conversations with students helped me to
gain a better understanding of my own children as | raised them. | really do care about
the students and respect their efforts in seeking an education.

tsm - Hello. I am Brenda Pete, Educator Certification Specialist

| attend Mt. Olive Baptist Church here in Longview. | am involved in teaching a Young

Adult Womend6s class Sunday mornings, and | also si

ing a part of mission work whether through my church or the community. | learned about
0giving6 of oneds self from my mother duri
We didndt have much, but she was al ways gi
My husband and | have been married for forty years. We have two sons, two daughters
-inflaws, and three grandchildren; all girls of course. My husband is a Letourneau Uni-
versity alumnus. My oldest son attended Lamar University and the youngest son gradu-

ated from Texas A & M. One of my favorite things to do is to spend time writing song

lyrics, poems and stories.

| am happy to assist the students in any way that | can as they carry out the process of
becoming educators. That is what | am here for, and my door is always open to you.

Your questions and concerns are important to me.

BrendaPete@letu.edu

903 233 3886

<>

PACT Program Alumni

| (Becky Birdsong) just had to share this email that | received this morning from a student
that went through our PACT program. This is what we all about here at LETU and had to
share. (continued on next page) Pagel5
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WELCOME PAUL
RICKERT,
DIRECTOR OF THE
NEW CRIMINAL
JUSTICE
PROGRAM AND
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR OF
CRIMINAL
JUSTICE!
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Ladies,

| just wanted to say thank you for putting up with me over the last few years through-
outmy degree and teacher cert process. | did get laid off due to budget cuts in April,

but was rehired back at Stony Point High School.

God truly had a place for me at Stony Point as | am the faculty sponsor for a student
lead Christian Club called Crossroads. This club was started by a girl from my church an
from February to May it grew from 8 to over 70 students. It is amazing to see God move
through a public school campus. During the high of the budget crisis those students were
there ministering to their teachers and other students.

This summer | was brought back and now have been named Lead of the Business Acad
my. As tomorrow is the first day of school, | wanted to thank you from the bottom of my
heart. What you do changes lives and has a ripple effect throughout our communities.
Thank you for being a vessel for God's glory.

In Christ,
Mark Evers (Received Certification in May 2011)

Criminal Justice Corner

Paul Rickert, Our New Faculty Member for Criminal Justice

Paul R. Rickert taught at Liberty Universi-
ty from 2004-2011. He was part of the
creative force behind the criminal justice
program both in residence and in the
online format. For 3 years, he held the
title of Director of Distance Learning with-
in the Helms School as he oversaw instruc-
. tion within the online prograrlaving

' been a police officer, deputy sheriff, uni-
versity police officer, and prlvate police officer in Virginia for 14 years, he has had a
wide-range of experiences and training at the local policing level which he brings to the
classroom environment. Paul moved to LeTourneau University in July where he is Directc
of Criminal Justice Programs and Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice.
Specific areas of study in which he is interested, other than criminal justice, including mili-
tary operations other than war (MOOTW), peace studies, violence, eschatology, econom-
ics, culture, & governance. Recently he helped his wife createeofigrihe Virginia
Coalition Against Human Trafficking. This is a new area of interest and activism for both
he and his wife who consider themselves mal#grabolitionists.He also has a side
business promoting the Body by Vid#y Challengelttp://prickert.bodybyvi.com

Paul holds two diplomas from Word of Life Bible Institute, the B.S. in Government from
Liberty University, the M.S. in Peace Operations from the School of Public Policy at
George Mason University, the M.C.J. from Faulkner University, the graduate certificate in
Social Policy and Administration from Longwood University, the Ed.S. from Liberty Univer
sity, and is ABD on the Ed.D. in Educational Leadership at Liberty University.
Originally from upstatéN.Y., Paul is an avid traveler, having lived in Denmark and Hun-
gary, and traveled to more than 30 count
neau faculty member to be thrown in jail in the Soviet Union (only 3 hours though) on ac-
count of his capitalist praxis. He enjoys reading philosophy, apologetics, economics, theo
ogy, higory, and researching genealogy. He isalso a big fan of the saence-fiction genre

in both film and television. He has been married to Michelle since 1996 and they have 3
children.
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Program Developmeniis Mr. Paul Rickert

Criminal Justice, ASCJ, BCJ & BSCJ

The criminal justice program at LeTourneau University has been developed with the prac-

titioner in mind in several ways. First, it is currently online, which for those within the CJ

arena is helpful since it is asynchronous which is beneficial since many wstifsyving

Second, it allows for a broad range of interest areas by having a general core with spe-

cialty tracks. The general core consists of 21 hours in general criminal justice arenas and

the specialties consist of 15 hours of concentration in Homeland Security, Community Po-

licing, or Justice Administration. The Degree is available in two formats, the Bachelor in

Criminal Justice or the Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice. The main distinction b !

tween the two programs being additional hours in math and science. There is also a n e

nor in criminal justice now available for students in other majors. The minor consists o o
hours of credits; 6 must be at th&@00 level and 6 hours of POLS can be accommo-
dated.

Third, students who have been through a state approved Criminal Justice Academy c:
transfer in up to 20 hours for prior learning to apply to the program. Finally, there is an
Associates of Science in Criminal Justice degree available for those who want to ad-
vance their education or career, but d .
bachel ords degree. The ASCJ is a total - e . —
of those hours are core courses, and the remaining 15 are elective criminal justice cours-

es. This degree can also serve as a stepping stone o
Human Services, BHS

The Bachelor of Human Services degree is broader than a criminal justice in scope. While

people in the criminal justice arena may be interested in this degree, it combines criminal

justice courses with psychology and counseling to equip students to work in conjunction

with criminal justice agencies, but at a social services level. These students may be inter-

ested in working in healthcare, welfare services, child protective services, community ser-

vices organizations, or perhaps in local church outreach centers that seek to engage their

community at this level. This degree requires 24 hours of core coursework but allows the

student to take coursework in various elective areas to fit their vocational aspirations.

Kinesiology Corner

Student Summer Adventures

Kyle Stansell is an uppdevel KINE major who wishes to
teach and be a coachKyle is also an Iragi veteran who
a8 has served our country. Kyle also has a passion L
3 for Christ and believes that his ministry can tl 32
o8 fulfilled in the arena of sportThis summer, Ky, f%
= and several others involved in mission work, : ol |
together a basketball team and went to Mala)
sia. The purpose of the trip was to share Chr|

with the teams they competed against and to teach the skills of baskdthalls 1 Al S
laysia is 60% Muslim and it is illegal as a citizen in Malaysia to be a Chris: e

tian. In fact, only ten percent of the population professes to be ChriSiiiae.
was spent playing against various club teams and then holding seminars v...2% & SN

children were taught the skills to play basketball while the concepts of Chrlst were belng
expressed. Here are some the pictures from his experiences this summer. Pagel7
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Faculty Summer Adventures

1. Dr. Staples spent much of her summer studying Spanish in Costa Rica. She st

vate instruction in Nuevo Arenal. Dr. Staples hopes to publish an article entitled
Struggles of Learning a Second Language".

idied fo

four weeks in a language immersion school in Tamarindo, Costa Rica and later hqd pri-

‘he

2. Dr. Sheafer spent ten days in June in Alaska, sightseeing 3
visiting friends She spent time in Anchorage, Seward, and Defs
nali. The weather was certainly much cooler than it is in Tgx- <&

as. The beauty of Godods deréaaltl i 5 p |
vorite part of the trip was seeing Northwestern Glacier in the [ :
Kenai Fjords.

10 under a grove of trees outside of Hughes Springs, with

b i
D

the brideds daughter, ADb
|l ace with three hearts t
tending were family and friends. Rosie, the family dog,
served as ringpearer. O. Rufus Lovett, family friend, w
the photographer. Following the ceremony, a receptio
was held at the home of George and Linda Teel of Hug
Springs. The family later enjoyed a honeymoon on the
Olympic Peninsula in Washington state.

i
A
jhes

Dr. Teel is a Professor of Teacher Education in the Sc

of Texas Student Media at The University of Texas at fus-
tin. Abbie is in the eig

Longview.

Pagel8
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3. Dr. Julie K. Teel and Gary Borders were married onjJune

the Rev. Jonathan Jehorek officiating. During the ceremony,
e
S i

V
gr

nool of
Education at LeTourneau University. Borders is the Diector

gr
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4. Dr. Jimmy Ames conducted a workshop for the faculty of Heri
age Christian School of Longview. The topic of the workshop wa
Improving Classroom Assessmémialso signed a contract to
write a book orSupporting Instruction with TechnolatlyGlob-
al University Press. On August 4, he met with the Chief of Staff
the Texas Education Agency, Todd Webster, to discuss private
school accreditation policy in Texas.

East Texas Fires

Due to extreme drought conditions and a very hot summer, September also came in with
a severe fire danger. That danger progressed to a number of large, devastating wild

fires that have destroyed or damaged numerous homes and thousands of acres of wood-
lands in East Texas. With these fires, numerous days of smoky conditions have also
plagued the entire East Texas area. (see photographs below) We should continue to
pray for those affected by the wildfires and for the firemen out fighting the fires. May

God bless and keep them.

0The Lord is near to all whHo <cal l C
truth. He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their
cry and saves them. 6 Psalm|145: 18,

0The name of the Lord is a ptrong tower; the righteo
and are safe. o6 Proverbs18: 1(

Pagel9
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More New Faces in School of Education

Meet our New Provost, Dr. Philip Coyle

Dr. Philip Coyle was named provost and executive vice president
in July, 2011. Prior to this role, from 2002 to 2011, Dr. Coyle
served as the academic dean and chief academic officer of Rich-
mont Graduate University in Chattanooga, Tennessee and Atlanta,
Georgia. He served as the department chairman and professor of
psychology and counseling at New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary from 1989 to 2002, oV
degree programs in psychology, marriage and family therapy,
divinity, and pastoral care and counseling. He has also taught at
the William Carey University School of Nursing in New Orleans,
Louisiana, and the La#imerican University of Ambato, Ecuador.
Born in Jackson, Tennessee, Dr. Coyle received a B.A. degree in
psychol ogy and business from Memphis St
religious education, and marriage & family therapy, a doctor of education degree in
Counseling, and a doctor of philosophy degree in psychology from New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary. He is an ordained minister and has served on two church staffs a
minister of family life and counseling.
Dr. Coyle is a licensed as both a professional counselor and a marriage and family ther-
apid. He hasprovided over 40,000 hours of direct counseling servicesto couples, fami-
lies, groups, and individuals. He has also directed several human services programs suc
as outpatient clinics, a foster care program, private counseling practices, and hospital
pastoral care departments. He was commissioned as a United States Air Force Officer ir
1981. He has been married for more than 30 years to Judi, who is also a marriage and
family therapist. They have two grown sons, Chris, a service technician for Longview Ca
bl e, and Andr ew, a |l aw student at Samf o
Dr. Coyl eds research focuses on healthy
structural, behavioral, and process characteristics efumetioning families and cou-
ples. He has much passion and energy for the teaching profession, neighborhood revital
zation, and experiencing transformation and renewal in people, relationships, and institu:
tions. Dr. Coyle looks forward to teaching in the Department of Psychology at both the

undergraduate and graduate levels.

Meet our New Special Assistant to the Provost, Dr. Stephanie Kirschmar

Dr. Stephanie Kirschmann joined LETU in July 2011 as the special
assistant to the provost. Prior to this role, she served as the director
of institutional effectiveness and director of records at Richmont
Graduate University in Chattanooga, Tennessee and Atlanta, Geor-
gia, from 20042011.

Dr. Kirschmann was raised in south Florida and relocated to Tennes-

see to attended Southern Adventist University where she earned a
B.A. in religious studies in 2000 and an M.S. in marriage and family
therapy in 2003. She received an Ed.D. in higher education leader-
ship and policy from Vanderbildt
2011. She has provided training and presentations on topics including institutional effec-
tiveness, assessment, accreditation, and student persistence in the STEM fields for



