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Deanõs Corner by Dr. Wayne Jacobs 

Ever looked at your life and 

wondered if God was there?  

Ever felt like giving up be-

cause obeying God seemed 

harder than you thought?  You 

are not alone! Many of us 

have experienced the same.  

There is encouragement for 

you today.  Know that God is 

faithful! 

Whatever it is you are facing, 

know that God is faithful! You 

may not understand all that is 

happening in your life and 

why God, being the sovereign 

God that He is, didnõt stop a 

particular situation from hap-

pening ð but through the 

ups and downs learn to trust 

Him! 

The word of God says, òThe 

LORD directs the steps of the 

godlyó (Psalm 37:23). Some-

times God directs our paths 

to grounds that will literally 

shake our world, but know 

that those same grounds will 

help prepare you for YOUR 

destiny and purpose. 

Be encouraged and know that 

if God called you to it, He 

WILL get you through it! God 

is faithful and will not abandon 

that which He loves ðYOU! 
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Engaging Your Students ð Dr. Jacobs 

"We cannot use the excuse ôI've always done it this way,'" said speaker Laura Erlauer Myrah. In her session "Instructional 

Tips to Tell Teachers," Laura Erlauer Myrah provided eight tips for educators and teachers to engage their students and allow 

them to remember concepts taught in class. If you are looking for new ideas to get students involved, consider these:  

1. Body and Brain 

¶ Open windows  

¶ Have plants in classrooms  

¶ Allow your students to have water bottles  

¶ Educate parents and students regarding the need for 

adequate sleep  

 

2. Movement 
¶ Ask your students to stand instead of raising their 

hands  

¶ Questions around the room  

¶ Clapping rhythms  

¶ New location for important material  
 

3. Emotional Environment 
¶ Make every student feel unique and secure  

¶ Meet and greet  

¶ Give recognition  

¶ Listen and show interest  

¶ Expect respect from all  

¶ Relationships transcend everything Emotions and 

memory 
 

4. Collaboration 
¶ Collaborative learning/projects  

¶ Pair and share (tell students to talk to classmates 

and practice answers)  

¶ Connections with other levels  

Connections with community  

5. Relevant Learning 
¶ Make the relevance obvious to students  

¶ Make it interesting and fun through your deliv-

ery Experience learning  

 

6. Enriched Environment 
¶ Challenging problem solving  

¶ Physical classroom  

¶ You can play music during tests or writing Use of 

music: a. Primer; b. Carrier; c. Arousal/Mood  

 

7. Assessment and Feedback 
¶ Know it well  

¶ Remember it always  

¶ Use it readily  

 

8. Next Generation Learners 
¶ Youth don't see working, learning, collaborating, and 

having fun as separate experiences.  

¶ They believe in, and want, these experiences occur-

ring simultaneously in school and in future careers.  

¶ This generation wants to problem-solve and innovate.  

This session suggested that in todayõs classrooms, teachers 

should embrace the changes that are happening in the world 

and integrate them into their teaching. The traditional ways 

of teaching are of value, but if the students aren't engaged 

and learning anything beyond the classroom, try some new 

strategies to get them engaged. 

Related Links:  

The Brain-Compatible Classroom: Using What We Know About Learning to Improve Teaching (ASCD, 2003).   

"Handling Specific Problems in Classroom Management." The Praeger Handbook of Learning and the Brain (Greenwood Pub-

lishing Group, 2006). 
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Congratulations to our School of Education December 2011 Grads! 

Associates of Interdisciplinary Study 

Joyce Caldwell          Henderson, TX  

Gordon Cyr               Rosharon, TX  

Eric Dixon   Diana, TX 

Carlton Horne  Longview, TX 

Interdisciplinary Studies, B.S. 

Brianna Arnett  Longview, TX  

Jonathan Fowler  Austin, TX  

Sean Lail   Shelby, NC  

Chanda Leak  Longview, TX  

Timothy Nation  Granbury, TX  

Joseph Ramos  Waller, TX  

Jeremy Rich  Flint, TX  

Grace Worcester  Tyler, TX  

Rebekah Bergren  Clifton, TX  

Kathryn LaFon  Houston, TX  

Rachel Leathers  Hallsville, TX  

Kinesiologyð Sports Management Concentration, B.S. 

Math BS, CompSci as Supp. Field 

Lily Miller  Edinburg, TX  

Psychology, B.S. 

Elise Lanning Argyle, TX 

Bachelor of Psychology Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies  

Stephanie Hendrix    Ponder, TX  

Shawanna Holden    Houston, TX 

Laura Beckman    Turnertown, TX  

Joseph Bohn    White Oak, TX  

Erica Galena     Park, TX  

Mandi Henderson    Bullard, TX  

Judy Johnson    Quitman, TX  

Jeanette LaFalce     Fort Worth, TX  

Linnetrice Riden    Jacksonville, TX  

Kyle Robirds    Independence, MO  

Alicia Sprinkle    Liberty Hill, TX  

Christy Taylor    Bullard, TX  

Tricha Wilcox    Longview, TX 

Shanda Ashby    Big Sandy, TX 

Megan Barmore    Whitehouse, TX  

Latrice Pipkins    Houston, TX 

Amy Brondum    Longview, TX  

Tamiko Brown    Arlington, TX  

Crystal Cummings    Fort Worth, TX  

Lynette  Drews    Reagan, TX  

 

Christi Hartsell  Mineola, TX  

Nina Hernandez Porras Rosharon, TX  

Latrice Brock  Houston, TX  

Bridget Jones  Longview, TX  

Amanda Kellis  Rusk, TX  

Krista Key   Wylie, TX  

Sonia Lopez  Houston, TX  

Matthew Lynch, III  Marshall, TX  

Michele Marrocco  Kennedale, TX  

Sharyse Huddleston  Emory, TX  

Christine McKibben  Canton, TX  

Mandy McRae  Henderson, TX  

Jennifer Newcomb  Krum, TX  

Cynthia Rainwater  Whitehouse, TX  

Osmana Scales  Desoto, TX  

Lauren Smith  Forney, TX  

Sarah Thomas  Houston, TX  

Rindi Trainer  North Richland Hills, TX  

Kristy Venechanos  Dallas, TX  

Daniel Alexander  Woodlands, TX  

Gena Babineaux  Tomball, TX  

John Cranfill  Tyler, TX  

Pamela Haney  White Oak, TX  

Ashley Harris  Plano, TX  

Lyna Hayati  Jacksonville, TX 

Paul Hibbard, Jr.  Rome, GA  

Chasity Hill   Carthage, TX  

Ashley Ingram  Pearland, TX 

Sandra Lynch  Marshall, TX  

Lisa Reighley  Lavon, TX 

Denise Martin  Rowlett, TX  

Tammy Smith  Texarkana, TX  

Erin Wilson  Wylie, TX  

Craig Allen            Gladewater, TX  

Daniel LaBay II      Hallsville, TX 
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The Magical Touch of God ð Justin Marshall 

òGod works in mysterious ways.ó  Before this Fall semester started, I found myself in somewhat of a rut.  I was losing my drive for performing 

the beautiful art of magic because no one ever asked to see anything anymore.  The Lord has blessed me with the skills to perform magic and 

illusions, which have entertained friends and family for years.    However, I was totally unaware that the Lord had plans to step into my life and 

give me a choice to use that skill to spread His Word to the ears of children.  Since I 

chose that path, my eyes have truly been opened, and my drive for performing has 

been rejuvenated.  The lessons I have been able to teach these children have not only 

been about the gospel and the Word of God, but are directly related to life in general.  

These lessons can also be applied to the art of magic just as easily as they can be 

applied to aspects of life.  The few lessons we have covered in our class have been 

tailored toward the topics of deception, confidence, patience, and we will soon cover the 

importance of obedience.  Whatõs truly amazing about this whole experience is that the children are genuinely enthusiastic about learning, not 

only the magic, but the gospel itself.  To be a witness to something this fantastic is a blessing.  We are all just leaves on Godõs wind, listening 

to the call of the wind, and watching how we soar because if you do not, it will be easy to miss the ride of a lifetime.  If you would be inter-

ested in sitting in on one of our classes, please feel free to contact me at justinmarshall@letu.edu for the details.   

Alumnus Contributes to Book 

Psychology Corner 

Joanna Goodwin (PSYS, 1997) was invited 

to contribute to a book chapter by Dr. 

Paula Lundberg-Love last year.  Goodwin is 

finishing her graduate degree at UT-Tyler in 

Counseling, with an emphasis on School 

Counseling.  The chapter was about sexual 

abuse of teens by family members.  Good-

winõs contribution to the chapter was a lot 

of research, helping with the structure of 

the chapter, helping with the conclusion, and compiling references.  It 

was interesting in that there was not an overwhelming amount of re-

search on this topic.  It is an area in which the statistics are under-

reported and more research needs to be conducted.  The chapter ad-

dresses the definition of incest, sibling incest, and lists statistics.  It also 

addresses the effects of sexual abuse, including developmental effects, 

PTSD, obesity and eating disorders, and other psychological effects.  The 

book set was published by Praeger, and edited by Michele A. Paludi.   

Grad School Seminar 

On Tuesday, November 8, Kappa Psi Delta (Psychology Club) 

hosted a seminar on graduate school in psychology.  Our 

speakers were Dr. Philip Coyle (University Provost) and Dr. 

Melanie Roudkovski (Director of LETU graduate programs in 

psychology and counseling).  They shared tips from their own 

graduate school experiences and from their professional posi-

tions with graduate programs in psychology.  Students were 

able to listen and to ask questions about graduate school.  All 

who attended benefitted from the experience.  Look for more 

seminars from the Psychology Club in the spring semester. 
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Movie Night at Dr. Sheaferõs House 

Kappa Psi Delta (the Psychology Club) is known for hosting educa-

tional seminars, service or volunteer opportunities, and social 

events every semester.  For a social event each year, Dr. Sheafer 

opens her home to members of the psychology club for an evening 

of fun, food, and games.  This is one of the most attended events 

that KPD hosts.  Students are able to come together outside the 

classroom and get to know each other and our professors in ways 

that formal classroom lectures do not allow.  One of the best 

things about events like this is that non-psychology students at-

tend.  Kappa Psi Delta is open to anyone that wants to partici-

pate, so there was a good mix of students from different backgrounds and fields of study.  

Probably the most entertaining part of the evening is when the game òBattle of the Sexesó 

comes out.  It's become a tradition to play Battle of the Sexes while at Dr. Sheafer's, and 

for the third year in a row, the women came away victorious!   

LETU to Offer New Traditional 5-year Masterõs Degree in Marriage & Family Counseling - Dr. Melanie Roudkovski  

 We have been busy in the Psychology Department! As you know, our newly launched graduate degrees in psychology and counseling have 

been taking off, with over 80 students enrolled since the summer! And weõre just getting startedé. ! 

The newest program from the Department of Psychology was approved by the Board of Trustees at their November meeting. It will consist of a new 

Bachelor of Science in Counseling Psychology with the option of dual credit courses to carry over into the Master of Arts in Marriage & Family Coun-

seling. This program will be distinct from even the online graduate programs, with course offerings such as The Bible in Counseling, Theodicy, and 

Family Systems Theory. In addition, students will have the option of several theory-specific courses (such as Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy or Brief 

Solution-Focused Therapy) to choose from as electives. These graduate courses, among others, are not currently available in the online format, adding 

a distinctive feature to the traditional program.   

 What about the undergraduate program? Yes, we are adding a new degree to the arsenal of undergraduate degrees! For those students 

who feel called to counseling, and who are interested in a career in professional counseling or marriage and family counseling (or both!), this new 

B.S. in Counseling Psychology is for you! Students will be able to complete up to 15 hours with dual credit courses, making the 5-year plan possible! 

The great thing about the new program is this: you can start at any point! You donõt have to start at the beginning and complete all 5 years. 

Students can transfer from existing LETU degrees, from programs outside of LETU, or can enter and declare the B.S. major. Plus, students who are 

nearing graduation and would like to complete a graduate degree in the traditional classroom can apply for this new M.A. degree! 

 As you can see, in the Psychology Department weõre full of options for our students! We believe that if students feel called to counseling, 

we should have a degree to help you get there. Most importantly, we want to honor God as we seek to prepare you for the field Heõs called you 

to. We canõt wait to launch the new program in Fall 2012, pending approval by the Southern Association of Colleges and SchoolsñCommission on 

    Colleges, and will keep you posted as the excitement continues! 
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òMore Than Survivaló Seminars 

A sequence of on-campus seminars were held for LeTourneauõs student athletes.  Carlton Mitchell met with the male 

athletes.  Separately, Dr. Jeninne McNeill, assistant professor of psychology, and Michele Rosen, assistant volleyball 

coach, met with the female athletes. 

The purposes of these seminars were to allow the athletes to have a forum to discuss various issues that they may 

be facing, and to offer advice on topics that may not be discussed often.  Mr. Mitchell, Dr. McNeill, and Coach Rosen had the aim of 

giving the athletes guidance in the dilemmas that many young people face, but that can be ignored by some.   Topics covered included 

relationships, personal identity, maturity, healthy habits and living life for Christ.  Some controversial issues were also reviewed. 

The first seminar was held October 6 and the second was on October 11.  All students who attended received chapel credit.  The final 

seminar, which will be held on November 15, will bring all of the athletes together, both male and female, to discuss mutual issues. 

Alumni Update ð James Christopherson (PSYS, 2010) 

  Growing up in a family of engineers, and attending a University primarily known for their flagship engineering program,       

  precipitates a climate where jokes about a òB.S., Psychologyó degree thrive.  Constantly informed by everyone I knew (even 

the   business majors) that my ôworthlessõ undergraduate psychology degree far from guaranteed the kind of wild success of Holly

  wood-styled psychologists, and I should brace myself for the reality that I was òmajoring in security guard, with a minor 

  kitchen aid.ó  Any psychology degree short of a doctorate, they said, was something I would never use in the real world. 

 

Immediately following graduation in 2010, I began to wonder if they might be correct ð my original plans did not work out, and I found myself 

moved back into my parents basement at home, literally digging ditches at a Virginia State Park. 

 

Less than two years following my graduation from LeTourneau University (now) proudly bearing the aforementioned òB.S., Psychology,ó my experi-

ence has already proven this wildly misguided assertion to based more in jealousy than reality.  While many recent college grads fight desperately 

for a position in an unfriendly job market and simply hostile economy, I have spent nearly a full year as Executive Director of Judicial Action 

Group, a small Washington, D.C.-based, non-profit organization dedicated to bringing about Judicial Renewal. 

 

Though I am not working directly in the field of psychology, I daily apply the wealth of knowledge gained through instruction in that discipline.  

My degree itself did little to secure my political job ð that was reliant on the extracurricular experiences, activities, and leadership positions I 

pursued while at LeTourneau.  What I have slowly begun to realize, however, is how my understanding of psychology informs my interactions with 

others, and provides me a uniquely fresh perspective which makes my comments relevant even in a room full of experts who have studied judicial 

issues for years. 

 

Most importantly however, I have been reminded that God has a carefully designed plan for each of us, and He will sometimes derail our personal 

plans to re-direct us towards His.  We need only be willing to work hard continuously, and seek Him without ceasing. 

 

You can learn more about the mission of Judicial Action Group, my role, and how you can become involved in the restoring our nationõs Judicial 

Branch of government by ôlikingõ us on Facebook, or visiting our website: www.JudicialActionGroup.com.  
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Bill Glass Prison Ministry 

Fifty-five students and faculty from LETU went to be a part of Bill Glassõs Weekend of Champions in DFW.  There were around 1000 volunteers in 

total.  There were 110 platform guests (speakers) like Tino Wallenda.  We went to 21 prison and jail facilities, including several federal units.  We 

visited a prison population totaling 13,717.  There were 1623 first time commitments to Christ for Salvation.  There were 2059 other commitments 

and rededications.  Inmates were eager to hear the gospel and eager to be prayed for.  God really moved. 

Ones Studentõs Personal Experience ð Elise Lanning (PSYS, Dec 2011) 

Although the weekend consisted of little sleep, reclined against a cold window and hard bus seat, I would live the rest of my life sleeping on 

buses just to see Godõs gospel come alive in the most unlikely of people.  

Thursday night officially began as the òyoungstersó gathered round to hear the doõs and donõts. Although the donõts seemed pretty extensive, 

my spirit only grew more excited for the next two days. All the volunteers, numbering over 1,100 people from over 20 states across America, 

gathered in the sanctuary to sing to the God who gave us reason to sing.   

The next day, we were awake and ready before even the sun dared to awaken. It was so cold that I layered my two pairs of jeans and two 

jackets I had brought with me. With half-open eyes, we sat ourselves down on the bus, tempted to fall asleep for the fifteen-minute drive.   

After the security check and reminder of all the rules, we finally passed through the doors and accumulated in the Rec room where Matt Blagg 

was already playing beautiful music with some country classics intermingled. The women, dressed in either all tan or all white entered in 

clumps and sat throughout the room. The women stood, sang, and clapped in unison with broadening smiles etched across their faces.  

Mike Fletcher, sporting true cowboy attire, spoke of Godõs grace when God freed him from his amphetamine addiction instantly. Karen Green 

brought tears to our eyeõs when talking about her broken home and life as a prostitute. Men didnõt bring joy, and drugs werenõt enough to 

numb the pain. On a still morning in the motel room where she had just done business, she looked out on the rising sun and decided she 

was tired. She turned herself in, knowing of her outstanding warrant. In jail in Huntsville, Texas, Karen met God.  

Karen dismissed the women and encouraged them to find one of us volunteers to speak about the same messaged that finally brought her joy. 

Five women pulled up a chair around me. I soon realized that all of these women already knew God. How real He was in their life was an-

other matter. This isnõt how itõs supposed to be I thought to myself. I felt as if I was teaching Algebra to Calculus students. The pamphlet that 

I had been taught to go through was good, but only the basics. These women knew the basics. The women were dismissed to lunch and the 

volunteers were fed mystery tuna with puke-yellow pudding. Chaplain Carlõs prophetic words came to mind as I realized I truly did miss SAGA. 

After we were done eating, some of us went to sit with the women as they ate their food. We giggled together talking about our families and 

the mundane schedule these women endured day-in-and-day-out.  

For the afternoon, Matt Blagg entertained once more and half of the women broke out into a line dance. As I danced along these women in 

all tan or white, I smiled at the thought of dancing with my sisters in Heaven. For the first time, I think we saw each other on equal 

ground.  Some of the women were amazed a little white girl could dance (even if it was only country music).  Next, Leann spoke of her 

amazing story, one where God turned physical abuse and even murder into a redemptive story of love. Some of the women I had spoken with 

at lunch, who hadnõt come to the morning section, spoke of their faith. God, they know you. What am I doing here?  
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On Saturday, Jack Murphy entertained us with music and his testimony that landed him in jail for 21 years. Even while drug dealing in jail, God 

grabbed a hold of his heart, and he was able to not only turn his life around, but also share Christ with his two sons. He joined Bill Glass Minis-

tries, the ministry that brought him Christ, and has been to over 1500 prisons around the world.  Jack encouraged those who had already gone 

over the pamphlet to still seek out one of us and go over it again.  

I had seen òLauraó the day before. She had multiple tattoos, including once encompassing half of her neck. She had a stern face, and òinvitingó is 

the last word I would use to describe her. Between her fingers was a Bill Glass pamphlet, telling me she had already read it. The two of us sat on 

a bench. I asked her if she believed what that pamphlet had to say. She nodded. òOk,ó I said, òI am going to act like one of your friends who 

doesnõt know God, and youõre going to minister to me.ó She hesitantly assented and read aloud, òDo you have a spiritual belief?ó òNo. There is 

too much crap in the world for there to be a God.ó Her eyes widened in surprise and she confusingly asked, òYou donõt believe in Jesus Christ?ó 

òIf youõre talking about that dead guy, yeah I think he existed, but I donõt know what heõs supposed to do for me now.ó She was petrified. She 

had no idea what to do with me. Elise, be nice, I said to myself. I played it off and agreed to hear her òspilló. Laura dryly read through the 

verses, but I stopped her after each one asking basic questions. Finally I said, òLook, my brother was murdered. I am angry. How could a loving 

God allow that to happen? And youõre telling me Iõm supposed to forgive them?!ó Lauraõs face softened. The guard I had been sensing, acting as 

prison bars, barring me out from the vulnerabilities of her soul, loosened their lock and let me in. òTwo of my brothers were killed,ó she started. 

Oh my gosh. Where did that example even come from? None of my brothers were murdered. Why was I even thinking of my brothers? ð Then I 

realized ð Thank you God for speaking through me. Tears tempted my eyes as Laura told me her Gospel. Her father did not love her, fearing she 

was the product of an affair. Forgiven. Her mother kicked her out at 12 years of age. Forgiven. A woman ran her over with a car, resulting in 

facial reconstructive surgery. Forgiven. Her husband tried to tell her children that she had committed suicide and was dead. Forgiven. The anger 

she tried holding onto only weighed her down and darkened her heart. Trying to blame someone else did the same thing. òThe hood doesnõt make 

you. You make you,ó she explained to me. Laura knew she had gone through everything for a reason. She lifted up her sleeve and revealed her 

tattoo on her underside of her left arm. As I read, she quoted by memory Romans 5:3-5. I asked her what she does when life gets tough. With 

understanding in her eyes, she quoted Psalm 142. She summarized, òGod is my strength.ó Even though this woman, only 26-years-old, had endured 

drug scandals, abortion, four children since the age of 15, and even homosexual temptation, only hope was found in her. òThe past is gone,ó she 

said with tears glistening in her eyes, òMy only regret is that I have not loved my children the way they deserved.ó When Laura was forced to the 

ground by the policemen who came to take her away, her little boy clung to her and pleaded with the policemen, òDonõt take my mommy from 

me. Take me with you. Let me go with her.ó Laura stared at her little boy who spoke English for the first time. òBut,ó she said, clearing her 

throat, òWhen I get out of here in July, I am going to love on my boy for the first time.ó  

I withheld my tears through lunch, a second mini-concert, two more testimonies, and a concluding prayer with the inmates. I walked out to my 

car and allowed tears to dampen my cheeks. I prayed aloud, òThank you, God. I came to encourage, but I have been encouraged. Be with each of 

these women. May they not soon forget what you have revealed to them this weekend. May I not soon forget what you have revealed to me this 

weekend.ó  That weekend was nothing like I anticipated, and Thank God.  

Prison Ministry Experience Cont. 
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LETU Provost to Present at Psychology Conference in Ecuador 

   [Ŝ ¢ƻǳǊƴŜŀǳ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tǊƻǾƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ǊΦ tƘƛƭƛǇ !Φ /ƻȅƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

   ōŜ ŀ ƎǳŜǎǘ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

   {ƻǳǘƘ tŀŎƛŬŎ bƻǾΦ мт-мф ƛƴ {ŀƭƛƴŀǎ 9ŎǳŀŘƻǊΣ {ƻǳǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǇƻƴ-

   ǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŀŘ ŘŜ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ ŘŜ vǳƛǘƻ ŀǘ DǳŀȅŀǉǳƛƭΣ 9ŎǳŀŘƻǊΦ 

 /ƻȅƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ƻƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴƛƴƎΣ ƴŀǊǊŀǝǾŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 

ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ 9Ŏπ

ǳŀŘƻǊΦ 

 /ƻȅƭŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅΦ /ƻȅƭŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ tƘΦ5Φ ƛƴ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 

bŜǿ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ .ŀǇǝǎǘ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ мн 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻƭŘǎ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ƳŀǊπ

ǊƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ .ŀǇǝǎǘ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅΦ Iƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ aŜƳπ

ǇƘƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ /ƻȅƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ƻŶŎŜǊΣ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŶŎŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ aŜŘƛπ

ƴŀ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜ ƛƴ {ŀƴ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƧŜǘ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜ ƛƴ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛΦ IŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

ǿƛŦŜΣ WǳŘƛΣ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǎƻƴǎΦ         

       LeTourneau University Press Release: Wed, Nov 9, 2011 

Teacher Education Corner 
U.S. Department of Education Hosts Private School Leadership Conference ð Dr. Jimmy Ames 

Last month, Dr. Jimmy Ames, Professor of Education at LeTourneau University, attended the Seventh Annual Private School Leadership Confer-

ence, in Washington, DC.  This is an invitation only conference organized by the Office of Non-Public Education (ONPE) and brings together 

the nationõs top leaders representing private schools and homeschools to address issues of importance to the non-public school communi-

ty.  Also in attendance were representatives from State and education agencies who are responsible for administering federal education pro-

grams on behalf of private school students.  The event provides ONPE an opportunity to discuss the interests, activities, and needs of the 

non-public school community as they relate to the work of the Department.  This yearõs conference focused on:  private and public school 

collaborative partnerships and a growing national movement known as, Private Schools with Public Purpose; innovative technology apps for 

assisting early learners acquire literacy and numeracy skills; NASA education resources; and 

equitable participation in the School Leadership program, Title I, Part A, and the Teaching 

Ambassador Fellowship program. Dr. Ames was the designated representative for all the 

private schools of Texas. 
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Teacher Education Alumni Updateð Mandy VanDoren 

Ples Bilong Mi--SETTLING IN 

The title of my newsletter, òPles Bilong Mi,ó is a phrase in Tok 

Pisin, the most common trade language in Papua New Guinea. It 

means òmy place.ó Well, I have finally begun to settle in to what 

will be my place for the next two years. After completing six 

weeks of POC (Pacific Orientation Course), I flew with several 

others in a small plane up to the mission center called 

Ukarumpa, in the Eastern Highlands province.  After having lived 

in Ukarumpa for eight years as a child, in some ways it feels 

completely normal to be here again. However, I am also discover-

ing that it is very different to be here as an independent adult!  

One week after I arrived in Ukarumpa, Term 2 at Ukarumpa 

International School (UIS) began. For now, I am teaching three 

classesñ7th grade Science, 8th grade Science, and 10th grade 

Biology. Teaching has been a stretching experience as I put to 

use all of the theories and models I was taught in college. I have 

the privilege of being involved in the lives of 62 students who 

represent 11 different countries. It is my prayer that as I interact 

with these students, both at school and in other situations, they 

see God at work in my life and are encouraged to seek Him 

more and more. 

If youõre interested in joining me as a prayer or financial partner, 

please visit the following webpage: http://www.wycliffe.org/

Partnership.aspx?mid=A7AA7D.  Financial gifts may be sent direct-

ly to: Wycliffe Bible Translators; PO Box 628200; Orlando, FL 

32862-8200.  Checks should be made out to Wycliffe, with a 

separate note indicating that your gift is for Mandy VanDoren 

(Account #270896). 

Personal address: 

Mandy VanDoren 

PO Box 1 (295) 

Ukarumpa, EHP 444 

Papua New Guinea 

m.vandoren@sil.org.pg 

Red Ribbon Luncheon by Dr. Staples 

Judges, police officers, sheriffs, ETCEDA representatives, and LeTourneau University 

Education Department faculty, attended the banquet to celebrate the students, par-

ents, and most importantly the children who wrote the award-winning essays. The 

event was held in the R. G. LeTourneau Memorial Student Center (third floor). 

LeTourneau students and faculty set up and took down the event. About eight stu-

dents from the different Longview area school districts were chosen to be recognized 

as winners. 

After the dinner of Italian food, the students went up to the front of the audience 

with their teachers and read their essays. Then they all received their (appropriately 

colored) Red Ribbon awards. One student received a special award for best out of all 

the students. They followed the awards section of the event by recognizing all the different groups and persons represented 

there. The students posed for several pictures and the local CBS station interviewed a few of the students about the purpose of 

the event and their feelings on winning it. 
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When Dr. Staples presented the idea of a prayer journal, I balked at the idea of manda-

tory prayer. Each class day, we are given a verse or a thought printed on a piece of 

plain paper. It is neither exciting nor stimulating in any way. The Bibleõs color lies in the 

content instead of the presentation. Our prayer journals allow us to apply the ideas in 

colorful, tangible, applicable ways. Prayer journals are a place to write thoughts. Although 

I know my God knows what I think before I do, I found that writing brings clarity to 

my prayers. I am normally very distractible. I cannot make my mind focus on merely one 

thing at a time. Myriads of thoughts rush in and out of my head with no stopping point 

in sight. Creating a prayer journal has focused my time with God on Him. 

Prayer Journal ð Katelin Robbins 

Visit from the State Board of Education Chairperson, Barbara Cargill  

On November 8, 2011, the LeTourneau Department of Teacher Education along with the educa-

tional organization, Phi Delta Kappa (PDK) sponsored a meeting with the newly-appointed 

chairperson of the State Board of Education (SBOE), Barbara Cargill. Ms. Cargill shared infor-

mation about the responsibilities and duties of the SBOE, including approval of state curriculum 

standards and approval of Texas textbooks. The meeting was well attended by LeTourneau 

Teacher Education majors, members of PDK, and the general public. LETU Teacher Education 

major, Robin Waggoner noted several key points made by Ms. Cargill: (see notes attached to 

the email). 

 Student Teacher of the Year  

On October 24, 2011, at the Consortium of State Organizations for Texas Teacher 

Educators (CSOTTE), LeTourneau graduate, Matthew Bradley received the Texas 

Student Teacher of the Year award. Matthew was joined by his parents and all 

faculty members of the Department of Teacher of Education, as well as the 

School of Education Dean, Dr. Wayne Jacobs. 
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Dr. Staples Publishes Article 

Dr. Staples recently had an article published.  The article was titled òBook Buddy Program 

at Tarleton State University: Mentoring the Readers of Tomorrow.ò The Article was pub-

lished in the fall of 2011 in the 18th Volume of the Journal of the Effective Schools 

Project (JESP). The Article speaks to the importance of field experiences that pre-service 

teachers engage in so that they are able to give back to the community.   

Teacher Education Students Practice Active Learning 

Students in EDUC 3133, Methods of Math and Science, have been engaged in very 

active learning. They have planned and presented science labs for their peers. The labs 

have been varied and exciting. Students especially enjoyed packing an astronaut egg in 

a "spaceship" and dropping it from the second floor. All astronauts arrived safely!  

In READ 4103 Remediation of Reading Difficulties, senior-level Teacher 

Education students also stay very busy. This fall, these seniors have learned 

a specific reading tutorial format. Each week, they plan, prepare, and work 

with second graders from South Ward in small groups. The students are 

also writing a case study of about the work they have done. 
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In another lab presentation, students measured how many "hands" tall they were.  

Finally, students enrolled in READ 3343, Adolescent and Children's Literature, 

plan and present a read aloud lesson to the children attending the LeTour-

neau Learning Lab (L3). Each week, students look for ways to make reading 

exciting and active for small children. At LeTourneau, students are learning 

that being engaged and active in the process brings success! 

Kinesiology Corner by Dr. Duane Trogdon 

Foundations of Kinesiology Class Project 

The kinesiology majors in Foundations of Kinesiology class have undertaken the challenge 

from the American Kinesiology Association (AKA) and are producing YouTube videos for a 

national contest.  Two of the video productions will be chosen to continue to the national 

contest.  Suggested topics include, but are not limited to: What is kinesiology, Why I am a kinesiology 

major, Laboratory experiences in kinesiology, The kinesiology curriculum, Kinesiologyõs impact on society, 

Kinesiology internships, service learning, experimental learning activities, etc.   


